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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE
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                      “GO AUSSIES!”

Although they’re far from home, Australian troops in Baghdad will be closely following this weekend’s two big rugby matches: the Australian Kangaroos vs England and the Australian Wallabies vs the All Blacks.

All necessary security and logistics tasks will be maintained during the game, but those who can, will be watching the matches live via Defence's Theatre Broadcasting System.

There will be no beer consumed due to operational regulations, but the Chief of Staff of the Australian Joint Task Force, Colonel Steve Salmon, said that won't dampen the enthusiasm of the troops watching the matches.

"We're all looking forward to the games - we've recorded video messages for the team and hope that will help motivate them in some way,"  Colonel Salmon said. 

"The matches will give the troops here some much-needed time out from work and provide a good opportunity for groups to get together and relax for a while."

Media note:

Copies of the video messages to the Wallabies and Kangaroos will be available via Parliament House TV network bureaux.

A still image of ADF members wishing the teams well is available at:

www.defence.gov.au/opcatalyst/gallery.htm
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