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DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE


PACC 328/03
Thursday, 13 November 2003

RAAF Williamtown and Salt Ash Air Weapons Range 

Aircraft Noise Exposure Forecast 

Australian Noise Exposure Forecasts (ANEF) to the year 2012 for RAAF Base Williamtown and Salt Ash Air Weapons Range have been released for public exhibition by the Department of Defence.

The 2012 ANEF predicts Defence’s noise impact on the community around its base and weapons range for the next decade. It is a key planning document which has been sent to Port Stephens Council and the New South Wales Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources. 

The updated ANEF was a requirement for the introduction to service of the Hawk Lead-In Fighter at RAAF Williamtown and Salt Ash Air Weapons Range.

The Hawk’s introduction was announced on 27 October by the Minister for Defence.

Under the conditions attached to the introduction of the Hawk fighter, Defence is required to engage with local and state planning authorities to establish guidelines to ensure proposed developments near both sites are compatible with Defence operational and training requirements.   The ANEF will form part of those guidelines.

Assistant Secretary Strategic Planning and Estate Development, Mike Pezzullo, said Defence is committed to informing the community of the effects of Air Force activities in the areas surrounding these two facilities.

“Publishing the Australian Noise Exposure Forecast will bring stability to the planning and development of the area and allow the community to make well informed decisions about the future.

“Port Stephens Council will now be in a position to make planning decisions for the future, armed with the knowledge of noise levels and the contours of that noise for the next decade,” he said.

Copies of the ANEF 2012 and the Summary Report will be available for public inspection at:

· The foyer of the Port Stephens Council Administration Building, 116 Pacific Hwy, Raymond Terrace (Open 8.30am- 5.00pm weekdays);

· Raymond Terrace Library, 74 Port Stephens Street Raymond Terrace (Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10 am-6 pm, Tuesday and Thursday 10 am-8pm and Saturday 9.30 am – 2 pm).

· Tilligerry Library, 46 Meredith Avenue Lemon Tree Passage NSW

· Tomaree Library, Town Centre Circuit Salamander Bay NSW

from Tuesday 11 November until close of business Thursday 11 December.

The Report and Summary are also available at http://www.defence.gov.au/id/
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