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DEFENCE MEDIA ALERT


PACC 326/03
Wednesday, 12 November, 2003

              Military exercise in Port Botany

Army Black Hawks, specialist watercraft and troops will converge on the Port Botany area for a series of exercises over the next fortnight.

Exercise Mars Anchor will test the ADF’s capability to respond to an incident of national importance onboard large commercial vessels.

While most aspects of the exercise will pass unnoticed, the afternoon and evening of Thursday, 13 November will see a large collection of watercraft and some Black Hawks operating in the area. 

A similar activity will be conducted on Thursday, 20 November but may be held on 19 or 21 November if poor weather or other issues impede the safe conduct of the exercise. 

All helicopter operations will cease by 11pm and commercial activities within Port Botany will remain unhindered by the training.

Sydney Ports, NSW Police and commercial shipping operations have been informed of the activities and are assisting the ADF in staging the complex exercise.

Troops involved in the exercise will be armed with a variety of weapons systems but no ammunition or explosives will used.

Exercise Mars Anchor is also being held in Newcastle and within Holsworthy Military Area.

Media Note:

The ADF will not be hosting any media access throughout this series of exercises. 
For more information please contact: 

Andy Anderson 
Defence Media Liaison 

0419 621 753

CAPT Jason Logue 
Special Operations Command 
0407 456 947
Issued by Public Affairs and Corporate Communication, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 6265 6946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au/media
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