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AIR FORCE HERCULES TO FLY OVER CANBERRA

What: 
To mark the unveiling of No 33 Squadron and No 36 Squadron commemorative plaques, an Air Force C-130 Hercules transport aircraft will fly low over Canberra at 1000 feet on two occasions tomorrow, Saturday 23 November 2002.

When:
Flypast 1 - 11:20am

Over the Royal Australian Air Force Memorial Grove adjacent to the Edwards VC Memorial Park, corner Federal Highway and Majura Road

Commanding Officer, Wing Commander John Samulski, will unveil the No 36 Squadron plaque at the RAAF memorial Grove at 11:00 am on Saturday 23 November.

Flypast 2 - 2:20pm

Over the Australian War Memorial

Limestone Avenue, Canberra

Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Angus Houston, will unveil No 33 Squadron and No 36 Squadron commemorative plaques at the Australian War Memorial Sculpture Garden at 2.00 pm Saturday 23 November.

Media contact:

Emma Diffen





0414 345 741

***Background information follows***

Background

The RAAF Association (ACT Branch) and members of the No 33 and 36 Squadron Associations have been instrumental in planning the commemoration of the squadron plaques.  The year 2002 marks 60 years since the squadrons were founded in 1942.

The RAAF Memorial Grove is maintained by the RAAF Association (ACT Branch) and features a number of plaques to recognise RAAF squadrons that were once based in Canberra.  The then No 36 (Transport) Squadron was based at RAAF Fairbairn from 1955 to 1958.  As No 36 Squadron, it is now based at RAAF Richmond NSW and operates C‑130 Hercules transport aircraft.  

Recently, No 36 Squadron provided the aircraft and crews to assist the evacuation of victims of the Bali bomb blast.  A squadron plaque will be dedicated and unveiled at the RAAF Memorial Grove at 11.00 am on Saturday 23 November.

No 33 Squadron is currently based at RAAF Richmond NSW and during World War II, served with distinction in New Guinea and the South West Pacific.  

Operating air-to-air refuelling B707 aircraft, the squadron more recently served as part of Australia’s commitment to the international coalition against terrorism.  As part of that detachment, the Governor-General conferred a Meritorious Unit Citation.  

No 33 Squadron and No 36 Squadron plaques will join a number of other commemorative plaques installed at the Sculpture Garden in the Western Courtyard of the Australian War Memorial.  

The squadron plaques will be dedicated and unveiled at the Australian War Memorial at 2.00 pm on Saturday 23 November.

Issued by Public Affairs and Corporate Communication, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Media Releases are available via email if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au
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