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Wednesday 20th November 2002

AIR COMBAT GROUP FAREWELLS WA
After a busy ten days operating from RAAF Pearce supporting Navy training missions, the assembled combat power of F/A-18 Hornets and F-111s will begin returning home today.

Operating in the West Australian Exercise Area, up to 250 kilometres from the Perth coast, the Hornet and F-111 crews were joined by their compatriots in Hawks, a Boeing 707 refueller and a maritime patrol AP3-C Orion, as well as a New Zealand Air Force P3-K Orion.

This is the first time since Air Combat Group was formed in January 2002 that it has brought together the full range of its fast jet aircraft on the West Coast.

Together the Air Force contingent put the Navy’s student Principal Warfare Officers and the HMAS Stuart through their paces, acting as both attacking and defending forces.

“This exercise has been an opportunity for the crews to practice working together as combined air and maritime forces. It has also provided valuable training for logistics and maintenance personnel in operating from a deployed location,” explained Group Captain Richard Owen, Chief of Staff, Air Combat Group.

This exercise forms part of the regular Fleet Exercise Program.

Contacts: 

Flight Lieutenant Christine Bradley on 0408 608 386 or Mr Vic Jeffrey on 0412 261 863.

Media Note:

Air-to-air vision taken during the exercise and footage from the frigates HMAS Adelaide and HMAS Stuart is available from the Federal Press Gallery
Images of the exercise are available via http://www.defence.gov.au/gallery/
Issued by Public Affairs and Corporate Communication, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Media Releases are available via email if you register at the Media Centre at www.defence.gov.au
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