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NAVY DEFEATS MOCK ENEMY IN EDEN

The Royal Australian Navy has successfully defeated a fictitious enemy force during a major mine warfare exercise, Dugong, being conducted at Eden on the New South Wales far south coast this week.

Dugong has tested the skills of Australia’s mine warfare and clearance diving elements as they have set about the task of clearing Twofold Bay and its surrounds of mock enemy mines.

Exercise Dugong has included minehunting activities in Twofold Bay by four coastal minehunters, HMA Ships Huon, Hawkesbury, Gascoyne and Norman. Tasks undertaken by Navy clearance divers from Sydney and Perth have ranged from clearance of mines deposited on wharves to explosive ordnance device disposal and even clearance of a dilapidated house that had been teeming with booby traps.

Also involved in the exercise have been an auxiliary minesweeper, a Sea King helicopter and mine warfare experts from the US Navy.

The Commander of the RAN’s Mine Warfare and Clearance Diving Task Group, Commander John Griffith, said he has been pleased with the results achieved by the exercise participants.

“This has been a demanding week for everyone involved in Dugong, but also very rewarding because of their success in achieving the tasks set before them.

“In particular, I have been pleased with the way the various mine warfare and clearance diving elements have been able to integrate their skills and expertise to defeat the mine threat.

“Dugong has been a fantastic way for these elements to put those skills to the test in a real-time scenario,” he said.

Dugong started on Monday, 4 November, with the first few days of the exercise being conducted in Jervis Bay. After that initial preparation period, the ships travelled south to Eden for the primary phase. The exercise has been a 24 hour a day activity, managed from base camp at Boydtown. Approximately 500 people have been involved in Dugong, either on land or at sea. The primary phase has finished today and the ships will depart after undertaking further training in Twofold Bay next week. A thorough clean-up of the area will be conducted prior to the Navy’s departure.

The Navy is grateful for the tremendous support they have received from the local community before and during Exercise Dugong. Tomorrow, the Navy will hold an open day at Snug Cove, during which Gascoyne and Norman will be open for inspection. The day will also include clearance diving displays and a photo exhibition of the week’s activities in Eden. 

TV and photo editors please note: Vision of Exercise Dugong (including underwater vision) will be available through the Press Gallery in Canberra today. Shot list is attached. Stills will also be posted on the Defence website. For details please contact Andrew Stackpool at Defence Media Liaison on (02) 6265 2703.

For further information about Exercise Dugong or to arrange interviews please contact:

Raveena Carroll, Defence Public Affairs – NSW on 0411 203579

Lieutenant Emily Curtis, Fleet Public Affairs on 0411 252984

Shot List Exercise Dugong – Eden

00:25
Pan left - bombs to corporal probing for mines



00:37
Pull focus trip wire to corporal to trip wire

00:54
Corporal probing for mines

01:00
BCU Corporal’s hand with probe

01:19
Armed sentry

01:38
Sailor enter room with raked charge

01:53
CU Raked Charge

01:58
Over shoulder of sailor entering room with raked charge

02:23
Mirror searching for booby traps

02:56
Coastal mine hunter in Twofold Bay

03:37
Briefing 

04:25
Setting up rigid hulled inflatable boats

06:11
Divers kitting up for clandestine operations

07:04
Divers patrol in mangroves

07:45
Boat transit to insertion point

08:44
Exercise mine explosion

08:49
Warrant Officer explaining to people about rocket wrench

08:58
Sailor cutting the wires from the detonator on mine

09:11
Sailor dressed in full clandestine operation dress

09:22
BCU and CU of sailor with camouflage cream

09:33
Aerials of coastal mine hunter (HMAS HAWKESBURY)

10:23
Aerials of Snug Cove with two coastal mine hunters berthed at port

10:29
Aerials of the Exercise camp at Boydtown

10:54
Operations on the bridge of a coastal mine hunter (HMAS HAWKESBURY)

12:05
Exterior shots of the ship (HMAS HAWKESBURY)

12:51
Mine Disposal Vessel lifting off the cradle


12:57
Sailor issuing order

13:04
Sailor controlling Mine Disposal Vessel

13:09
Mine Disposal Vessel departing coastal mine hunter

13:12
Sailor controlling MDV winch

13:22
CU sonar trace and multi function console screen (in operations room)

13:43
Sailor pressing buttons in operations room

13:59
Sailors lined up on coastal mine hunter coming into Snug Cove wharf. 


Navy white ensign flying.

14:34
Passing lines from ship to wharf coming alongside the wharf

14:30
Sailors heaving in berthing lines

14:45
Sailors tying up berthing lines to the shore

15:04
Mid-shot of bollard

15:09
Short pan HMA Ships HAWKESBURY and NORMAN alongside Snug Cove

15:16
HMAS NORMAN sailing around breakwater at Snug Cove on way into shore

15:34
Sailor diving, swimming towards exercise mine

15:44
Sailor diving, swimming with hand held sonar looking for mines

16:07
Diver swimming along seabed with hand held sonar

16:15
Interview with Commander John Griffith, Commander of the Royal Australian Navy’s Mine Clearance and Diving Task Group

19:34
Diver swimming towards camera searching for mines

TAPE ENDS  19:45
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