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A photograph of Dr Bill Jolley, today named as the chief weapons inspector on the first inspections team in Iraq, is available on the Defence website at: www.defence.gov.au/gallery/index.html
Dr Bill Jolley is a research scientist with DSTO, Edinburgh, seconded to the UN weapons inspection program, UNMOVIC. For the past 18 months he has been its Chief of Missiles Section in the Planning and Operations Division. Bill was in New York on September 11, 2001, and has just learnt of Iraq’s letter of acceptance of a renewed UN weapons inspection regime.  This is an edited version of a recent letter from Bill:

Spending time in New York has been quite an experience. Firstly, the UN itself is so interesting with its mix of people from all around the globe and the workings of international politics is quite an eye-opener to a simple scientist. Then there is New York City itself - brash, noisy and crowded but with everything available in the way of entertainment, museums and shopping.  Of course, the most inerasable memory of my time here was the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center on September 11 last year. That day it seemed the world stood still. Every street was eerily quiet and empty, apart from the constant wail of sirens from emergency vehicles making their way to and from Ground Zero. The smell of smoke and apprehension lingered for more than a day. Almost everyone in NYC knew someone who was a victim - our neighbour was among them.

As I write, a letter has just been delivered to the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, from the government of Iraq, advising that they have agreed to the unconditional return of weapons inspectors.  UN weapons inspectors were withdrawn from Iraq in December 1998, leaving an unwelcome situation of unfinished business. In December 1999 the Security Council created a new body of weapons inspectors called UNMOVIC (United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission) to replace UNSCOM. With this fresh start, UNMOVIC’s first task was to begin recruiting a new set of weapons inspectors from around the world. UN member states were then asked to identify suitable people willing to join a roster of weapons inspectors.  This request filtered down to DSTO and, along with others, I was asked to consider it. After submitting a resume I found myself in Melbourne a few days before Christmas 2000 being interviewed with others, mostly DSTO colleagues from CPNB.  In a rapid train of events I first attended a five-week general training course in Vienna during February and March 2001.  This course covered such things as the culture of Iraqi people and the contents of the relevant Security Council Resolutions (there are several), together with discipline-specific issues.  In Vienna I was asked if I would consider accepting a full-time position (as opposed to joining the inspections roster) at UNMOVIC’s headquarters in New York as Chief of the Missiles Section in the Planning and Operations Division. Again the challenge was too strong to ignore. In keeping with the [Australian Defence] Secretary’s stated policy to support UNMOVIC, DSTO management agreed to this - and so I was headed for New York. But first there was an advanced one-week training course to attend in Argentina.  I subsequently reported for duty at the United Nations on 26 May 2001.

At the time it was anticipated that inspections would resume in Iraq within a few short months. However, fifteen months later...! But this delay has been a blessing in disguise, especially for me, as it has bought time to prepare our readiness. It has been a very steep learning curve in this new world but one that has been challenging, interesting and rewarding.  My essential role here is to lead the planning and operations activities of the missile section. There are three other sections: biological weapons, chemical weapons and a multi-disciplinary section. The headquarters staffing is small. I have three other people in my section but it will probably double when inspections commence.  My job as Chief Inspector for the ballistic missiles area means it will be my responsibility to lead the inspection teams in Iraq, and to be the point of contact for interaction with the Iraqi authorities. In practice I will divide my time between Iraq and New York, probably spending 3-4 weeks in turn at both locations, since I am responsible for both the actual inspections and the planning of inspections carried out in NY. Personnel in the inspection teams, drawn from the worldwide roster, will probably do tours of three months or longer.  The months ahead promise to be hectic and demanding. But it is my hope that I and the twenty or so other Australians on the international weapons inspection team roster (including DSTO colleagues) might be instrumental in bringing to an end a sad chapter in human history and in making progress toward ridding the world of weapons of mass destruction, a cause strongly espoused by Australia.
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