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EXERCISE DUGONG UNDER WAY IN EDEN

The Royal Australian Navy’s mine warfare and clearance diving elements are at battle against a fictitious enemy in Eden, on the New South Wales far south coast, during Exercise Dugong this week.

Four coastal minehunters, HMA Ships Huon, Hawkesbury, Gascoyne and Norman are searching Twofold Bay and its surrounds for mock mines. Also involved are an auxiliary minesweeper, Navy clearance diving teams from Sydney and Perth and a Sea King helicopter, along with mine warfare experts from the US Navy.

This is the largest exercise of its type to be conducted in Australia since 1999. The Commander of the RAN’s Mine Warfare and Clearance Diving Task Group, Commander John Griffith, said this is also the first major test for the Navy’s Huon class coastal minehunters.

“Exercise Dugong is enabling these ships, along with our other mine warfare elements, to test their skills as a combined, integrated force.

“The tasks they are facing range from mine hunting to explosive ordnance device disposal and even clearance of a dilapidated house that is teaming with booby traps.

“The good news is that, so far, the exercise participants have been successful in all of their tasks,” he CMDR Griffith said.

Dugong started on Monday, 4 November, with the first few days of the exercise being conducted in Jervis Bay. After that initial preparation period, the ships travelled south to Eden for the primary phase. The exercise is a 24 hour a day activity which is being managed from base camp at Boydtown. Approximately 500 people are involved in Dugong, either on land or at sea.

The principle role of minehunters is to keep Australia’s maritime focal points for trade free from the threat of mines. They use sonar to search for, detect and classify mine-like objects. Once detected, the ships deploy a remote controlled mine disposal vehicle or clearance divers to identify and, if necessary, neutralise mines.

A comprehensive environmental plan has been prepared for Dugong. No mines are being detonated in the water during the exercise. The main phase of Dugong will conclude on Friday, 15 November, with all elements scheduled to leave Eden next week. 

An open day will be held for the local community from 10am to 2pm on Saturday, 16 November at Snug Cove, during which Gascoyne and Norman will be open for inspection. The day will also include clearance diving displays and Navy personnel will be on hand to talk about the week’s activities.

TV and photo editors please note: For details on vision and stills imagery of Exercise Dugong please contact Andrew Stackpool at Defence Media Liaison on (02) 6265 2703.

For further information about Exercise Dugong or to arrange interviews please contact:

Raveena Carroll, Defence Public Affairs – NSW on 0411 203579

Lieutenant Emily Curtis, Fleet Public Affairs on 0411 252984
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