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SERVICE AND SACRIFICE:

AIR FORCE DEDICATES NATIONAL MEMORIAL

The Royal Australian Air Force has dedicated a National Memorial in Canberra to honour and recognise the service and sacrifice of the men and women who have served in the RAAF and its predecessor, the Australian Flying Corps.

Located on Anzac Parade, the Memorial enhances the central sculpture of the original Memorial, designed by Inge King, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the RAAF in 1973.

The enhanced Memorial unveiled today was designed by Robert Boynes, and features three black granite walls containing images that reflect RAAF service and sacrifice since World War I as well as a glimpse at the future.

The Memorial provides an enduring symbol of the history and service of the Air Force and the more than 14,000 airmen and airwomen who have made the supreme sacrifice in the defence of our nation and world freedom.

Speaking at the Dedication, Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Angus Houston acknowledged today as a very important occasion for the Air Force.

“The Memorial recognises not only those who have given their lives for our nation but also the 400,000 men and women who have served in war and peace.

“This Memorial provides a fitting tribute to those Australians and is a permanent symbol of the role the Royal Australian Air Force has made in the shaping and enduring freedom of this country.

“I would particularly like to acknowledge that the redevelopment of the Memorial would not have been made possible without the generosity of the Australian public; Federal, State and local Governments; the corporate sector; current serving and retired members of the RAAF; the RAAF Association; the Returned and Services League of Australia; and other ex-Service organisations.

“This is a Memorial for all Australians”, he said.

Mass Flypast

The RAAF Roulettes will open the Dedication parade with a display at 1.45 PM above Anzac parade.  The RAAF Roulettes aerobatic team will open the dedication parade with a display above ANZAC Parade, starting 1:45pm.  The display will be followed by a mass fly past of the following aircraft, which are either current or representative types of aircraft that have flown with the Royal Australian Air Force.

· F/A-18 Hornet & F-111 (RAAF Air Combat Group)

· PC-9 (Roulettes)

· Harvard & Winjeel (RAAF Museum)

· Iroquois (Australian Army)

· DC-3 ‘Dakota’ (Ansett Restoration Group)

· Neptune (Historical Aircraft Restoration Society)

· Spitfire, Meteor, Canberra, Vampire and Wirraway (Temora Aviation Museum)

· Mustang (SQNLDR J. Trappett – RAAF Retired)

(Subject to actual flying activity)
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Photographs will be available later this afternoon at http://www.defence.gov.au/gallery/
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