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Sunday, 20th January, 2002

UPDATE - AUSTRALIAN SOLDIER INJURED IN 

COALITION AGAINST TERRORISM

On Friday, 18th January, 2002 the Department of Defence confirmed that an Australian soldier had been injured in a mine incident in Southern Afghanistan.

Defence spokesman Brigadier Gary Bornholt said “while the soldier’s injuries are serious they are not life threatening.  His large toe was removed as a result of the incident and his second toe was later amputated.  He also sustained multiple fractures of the foot and right ankle and superficial lacerations.”

The soldier has since been transported from Southern Afghanistan by a C130 Hercules aircraft to an American Air Force base in Germany for further medical assessment and treatment.

“The soldier has arrived safely in Germany.  He has since undergone further surgery and the surgeon has indicated that he is pleased with the way the surgery went.  The surgeon has also indicated that the soldier is in a stable condition.

“The soldier’s family have been kept informed of the soldier’s condition, and it is their preference that the soldier’s name and further details of his medical treatment not be made public,” Brigadier Bornholt said.

Media contact:   

Claire Bannon 
0414 236 352

Media Note: 

News Editors please note that the soldier will not be available for interviews in Germany.
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