DEFENCE MEDIA BRIEFING ON AUSTRALIA'S COMMITMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COALITION AGAINST TERRORISM. 
BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN

PRESENTER: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the continuation of the Australian Defence Briefs on the Coalition Against Terrorism. Again, today it will be Brigadier Mike Hannan, and I'll introduce him now.

BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, on a very fine Canberra winter's day. We've had a quiet week on operations this week, and I'll start with maritime operations.

Her Majesty's Australian ships Arunta and Melbourne remain on patrol in the Persian Gulf as part of Australia's contribution to the United Nations Multinational Interception Force.

HMAS Arunta - this is the Arunta crew here at work - have just had their first two weeks on operations, and they've been exceptionally busy. They've been working in temperatures of around 45 degrees, and Arunta's crew have already completed over 50 boardings, including 10 that were non-compliant.

HMAS Arunta, along with other Coalition ships, have also helped prevent a breakout [inaudible] dhows attempted to run [inaudible]. You may recall, in the brief two weeks ago, we reported that a group of 16 dhows tried to run the blockade. So you can see that there's some changes in the types of activities that are going on there. Smaller boats grouping together trying to run out as a group.

The Arunta's crew boarded 12 of those dhows and discovered over 2,000 metric tonnes of oil. The dhows and their contraband cargo were, of course, turned back to Iraq.

HMAS Melbourne - the boarding party shown here at sea - has also intercepted several vessels attempting to smuggle oil and contraband goods. 

Now, both of these warships hosted Members of Parliament last week as part of the ADF Parliamentary Program. The MPs became temporary members of the ships company, and learned about life in the Australian Navy and the challenges conducting operations remote from Australia.

HMAS Canberra returns from the Gulf to home in Perth tomorrow, and they'll be welcomed home in the usual way. 
I turn now to land operations. And I can report that the Australian Special Forces continue to conduct operations on the ground in Afghanistan, as we have been for the last number of weeks.

Last week there was a question on the announcement of Colonel Tink's Bronze Star Award - about the number of awards that had been made of that type. And I can report that there are 117 recipients of the Bronze Star who have been given approval to wear the medal.

In air operations the Royal Australian Air Force B707 air-to-air tankers based in Kyrgzystan continued refuelling coalition aircraft on operations over Afghanistan.

Australia has recently ratified its treaty with the Kirgyz Republic on a Status of Forces agreement. Now, this agreement came into effect on the 9th July this year, and it formally recognises the status of Australian Defence personnel and assets deployed in support of the International Coalition Against Terrorism.

Now these agreements are a common part of all troop deployments to third countries and they cover matters such as legal jurisdiction, financial claims, visas and immigration and customs duties and so on.

Obviously interim arrangements were in place from the time of deployment. 
That concludes my briefing for this week. Obviously any significant matters will be briefed to you separately as necessary, and I can now take your questions.

QUESTION: There was a report from Iraq last week that Australian forces had been harassing Iraqi vessels, including a passenger vessel. Can you tell us anything at all about that? And what's our response to that?

BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: I believe that the Iraqis have made a complaint to the United Nations, which is the authority under which the Australian forces and the remainder of the international interception force operate. I'm not aware of the progress of that complaint. And we, at this stage, haven't been asked for any input into that.

What I can tell you is that the Australian warships, as part of the multinational interception force, will stop and board and search any vessel suspected of carrying contraband in contravention of the UN mandate.

QUESTION: The 117 recipients of the Bronze Star, they're not all Australian are they? 


BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: They would be Australians, and that would go back in perpetuity. I'm not sure when the first was awarded, but we've been working with the Americans for many decades and that would cover all of those.

QUESTION: Vietnam and World War II? 


BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: Vietnam certainly and before that I'm not sure. But certainly it'd cover the whole of the 10 year Vietnam conflict.

QUESTION: Can you give us an indication of what activities or planning Australia is involved in in the Coalition Against Terror in the Asia Pacific region, given that we have SINCPAC here this week and [inaudible] of course talking about the Coalition Against Terror. What are the sorts of things that we're doing in this region with the US or others?

BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: Well, you're aware of the major political activities that are underway at the moment involving the US, ASEAN countries, and the observer nations. Obviously we're involved with our own multilateral and bilateral agreements with many of those countries, and through a variety of agencies Australia is cooperating with all of those countries to ensure a coordinated response to the threat of global terrorism.

QUESTION: So is there anything specifically? Do we have any people on the ground? Any resourcing, as such, going in this region?

BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: Our military contribution to the Coalition Against Terrorism is as we've previously stated it here. That is, we're operating in Afghanistan, the Gulf and obviously Kyrgyzstan. Any further contribution of a military nature would be a matter for government and would be taken after careful consultation with our coalition partners and, of course, with any other countries involved. And, of course, with the ADF.

QUESTION: So then what would SINCPAC and CDF have to talk about if there's no resourcing problems? 


BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: Well, I would think that SINCPAC and CDF would have a lot to talk about with a view to sharing their knowledge and their view of the region. As to the detail, that's a matter that I think that would remain between them and wouldn't be exposed to others.

QUESTION: There were reports earlier this week I think it was that the much talked about wedding party bombing, that US Services [inaudible] military from some area were involved in cleaning up the aftermath of the bombing. Were Australian forces involved in this at all?

BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: No. 


QUESTION: Not at all? 


BRIGADIER MIKE HANNAN: No. 


PRESENTER: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much. 
* * End * * 
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