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EAST TIMOR UN DIGGERS VOTE IN AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL ELECTION

More than 1500 Australian Defence Force personnel serving with the United Nations in East Timor have been given the opportunity to vote in the upcoming 2001 Federal Election despite the fact they are hundreds of miles from home.

A polling team, made up of Australian soldiers, deployed to East Timor on behalf of the Australian Electoral Commission to ensure all Australian service personnel were given the chance to have their say in the election.

The team travelled throughout East Timor by foot, vehicle and helicopter to even the most remote locations to ensure every Australian in-theatre was given the opportunity to vote.

The most remote location visited was a communications re-transmission station positioned atop a 7000-foot mountain nicknamed Mt Everest by Australian diggers.

The mobile voting team travelled by a 5th Aviation Regiment Black Hawk helicopter to “Everest” to establish a polling station that at 7,200 feet could well be the highest used in the election.

A small contingent of Australian infantryman and signallers rotates through the position, which sits

 a few kilometres from the border between East and West Timor.

More than 1500 Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel are serving overseas with the

United Nations Transitional Administration East Timor (UNTAET). 

The ADF personnel are serving in East Timor as part of UNTAET’s 8,000-strong Peacekeeping Force charged with the responsibility of maintaining peace and security to promote a stable environment to enable the fledgling nation to transition to independence.

2nd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (2RAR) Group is the largest individual component of Australia’s contribution to the operation. The 2RAR Group has more than 1000 personnel and contains elements from various Army units from across Australia. At the core of the group are four infantry companies from Townsville-based 2RAR.
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