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UPDATED ORION AIRCRAFT DELIVERED TO THE AIR FORCE

The Royal Australian Air Force has taken delivery of the first two of its new generation AP-3C Orion long-range Maritime Patrol Aircraft from the contractor Raytheon Australia.

The upgraded AP-3C, known as Project AIR 5276, represents a quantum leap in maritime reconnaissance capabilities for the Australian Defence Force with its state-of-the-art surveillance sensors and mission systems.

One of the new arrivals was the prototype which was modified at Raytheon’s Greenville plant in Texas, and the other was the first production aircraft modified by Australian industry at Avalon, Lara, in Victoria.

The development and integration of the mission systems into the first AP-3C was conducted at the Raytheon facility in Greenville with further testing at Raytheon Australia’s production facility at Avalon. Integration of the mission and flight systems has been a very complex task involving substantial testing and analysis in both Australia and the United States to ensure the delivered systems were both robust and stable.

The Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Angus Houston, said the successful delivery of the first two AP-3C aircraft represented the culmination of the joint efforts and close working relationship of the Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO), the Air Force, the Defence Science and Technology Organisation and Raytheon and its major sub-contractors.

“The aim of this project is to refurbish and upgrade the current P-3C Orions to allow the Air Force to extend their life through to 2015. The combination of the new ‘imaging’ radar with the Electronic Support Measures, fitted under an earlier project, will give the AP-3C one of the best maritime patrol capabilities in the world. In addition, the AP-3C’s new technology will improve the ADF’s capability for anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare, surveillance and search and survivor supply.”

Raytheon expects to deliver three additional production aircraft to the Air Force over the next four months.  Production activities at Avalon will continue through until early 2004 when the last AP-3C is expected to be delivered back to the Air Force.

The first priority for the two delivered aircraft is to support transition training and an Operational Test and Evaluation program. Maritime Patrol Group’s Acceptance Transition and Evaluation unit will conduct an extensive Operational Test and Evaluation program during the next 12 months to sequentially clear the aircraft for operations and to assist with the development of updated tactics and procedures that take maximum advantage of the new capabilities on offer with the AP-3C. This program will involve exercises with other Australian Defence Force (ADF) assets including the Collins Class submarines and Anzac Class Frigates.

MEDIA NOTE: For further information contact Regional Manager Defence Public Affairs – SA, Mrs Deanna Nott on 0417 887 040.
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