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Department of Defence

Media Alert


GULF VETERAN RETURNS TO HOME PORT

What:
Return of HMAS ANZAC from the Arabian Gulf following five months serving as part of the Multinational Interception Force enforcing United Nations sanctions against Iraq.

When:
ANZAC is scheduled to come alongside at 9am. Media who wish to attend should contact Mr Gary Booth on 08 9553 2535 or 0418 223 807 by 7:30am, Saturday 24 November.

Where:
Fleet Base West at Garden Island, Western Australia.  Media helicopters will be permitted to land at the playing field immediately adjacent to the Submarine Escape Training Facility, the 20 meter tall concrete building.  This facility is easily identified as the tallest structure on Garden Island.  Helicopters are requested to be on the ground no later than 8:30am.



Media arriving by road are requested to be at the Pass Office at the entrance to the Causeway by 8:15am.  Media will then be transferred by bus.

Who:
Captain Nigel Coates, Commanding Officer HMAS ANZAC and some crew members will be available for interviews shortly after the ship’s berthing procedures are completed.
A large crowd of family and friends are expected to be present to welcome the 164 crew of HMAS ANZAC, which has been deployed to the Arabian Gulf on operations with the Multinational Interception Force enforcing United Nations sanctions against Iraq.  

The Western Australian Naval Band will be on hand to provide a musical welcome.

HMAS ANZAC celebrated 100 days on station on November 6 and during her five patrols in the Gulf, the ship’s crew conducted 55 boardings of merchant ships.

The ship was due home in October, however her time on station was extended after the terrorist acts in the United States on 11 September.

Media note:  

Filming of the ship’s company is unrestricted.  Only select members of the crew will be available for interviews.  Media are requested to identify personnel by first name only.
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