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TOWNSVILLE LAND AGREEMENTS A FIRST FOR DEFENCE

Commonwealth has successfully negotiated and registered two Indigenous Land Use Agreements that cover the land needed to redevelop RAAF Base Townsville.

These are the first such agreements between Commonwealth and Native Title parties, and their voluntary nature paves the way for a cooperative relationship for future land management. 

Defence would like to acknowledge the hard work and cooperation of the Bindal and Wulgurukaba people in achieving this milestone. 

The land involved in the first Agreement is to be used to construct Ordnance Loading Aprons to effectively support RAAF’s combat aircraft operations.

The second agreement covers part of the Townsville Town Common north of the base, and will be used to construct a compensatory habitat for bird and aquatic life.

RAAF Base Townsville is 5km west of the city centre. It is a forward operating base and home of the Army Blackhawks.

Parliamentary approval for the redevelopment was given on September 30, 1999. It is estimated that the Stage 1 project will cost $70 million and be completed by mid 2002.

The Agreements were lodged with the National Native Title Tribunal in June 2001 and registered in October 2001.
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