[image: image1.png]



Department of Defence

Media Release


PACC 467/01





Monday 19 November, 2001

INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT PAVES WAY FOR NEW WHARF 

An Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) has been successfully negotiated and signed between the Twofold Bay Native Title Group, Defence, and the State of NSW, paving the way for a collaborative relationship in the land management of the proposed Naval Ammunitioning Facility near Eden.

The Agreement, which was signed at Eden, NSW today, will enable Defence to undertake necessary works required for the project.

Mr Ross Bain, Assistant Secretary Estate Management, said a liaison committee comprising Defence and NSW agency stakeholders and members of the Twofold Bay Native Title Group would be established to discuss the operation of the Agreement, provide advice and deal with Cultural and Heritage protection issues.

“Federal Parliament has approved the $40 million naval ammunitioning facility to be built to replace the interim ammunitioning arrangements at Port Wilson in Victoria.

“The facility will comprise a multi-purpose wharf and a separate munitions storage area.  The multi-purpose wharf will be available for commercial use for up to 80 per cent of the time, when not required by Defence,” Mr Bain said. 

The Twofold Bay location is close to the Sydney fleet base and the Navy’s exercise area off the coast of NSW and when the ammunitioning facility becomes operational, it will deliver cost savings in reduced steaming times over the interim arrangements at Point Wilson.

“Construction of the facility is scheduled to commence in early 2002 and will be completed in the second half of 2003,” Mr Bain said.

“The new facility at Twofold Bay will provide spin-offs for the local community including about 70 jobs during construction. Local firms will have an opportunity to tender for much of the works.” 

The multi-purpose wharf is expected to provide a much-needed boost to long-term employment in the region through the development of commercial industry and is strongly supported by the State and local Governments and the local community. 

Mr Bain said the Commonwealth acknowledged the commitment and participation of the Twofold Bay Native Title Group in this significant event.  

Further information:   John Bosker (02) 6265 5420 or 0416 060 165
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