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HMAS ANZAC DEPARTS GULF WITH 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS

HMAS ANZAC is heading home after serving in the Arabian Gulf since July this year helping to  enforce United Nations sanctions against Iraq.

The ship’s company has been conducting boarding operations on merchant vessels sailing in and out of Iraq, checking for smuggled oil and contraband.

Senior United States defence officials have given ANZAC the highest praise for her commitment and professionalism during her time in the Gulf since July. 

General Franks, Commander in Chief, United States Central Command, said  “ANZAC is uniquely versatile and well-versed in all facets of boardings. Her performance contributed directly and substantially to 268 sanctioned boardings and record lows for oil smuggling.

“ANZAC’s successful execution of every assigned mission during this deployment was due in a large part to unparalleled allegiance, steadfast devotion to assigned duties and responsibilities, and the superb combat readiness of the Royal Australian Navy.”

Vice Admiral Moore, Commander United States 5th Fleet, said “I salute ANZAC’s hard work, dedication, and selfless service. It has been an honour and a pleasure serving beside the professionals in HMAS ANZAC.

“ANZAC’s superb combat readiness and outstanding performance exemplified the historic traditions of the Royal Australian Navy”.

The ship and her crew are now on their way home for a well-deserved break with family and friends. The ship will return to her home port at Fleet Base West, HMAS Stirling in Western Australia later this month.

The guided missile frigate HMAS SYDNEY has replaced ANZAC in the Gulf and commenced operations enforcing sanctions against Iraq. SYDNEY was farewelled from Darwin late last month.
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File vision of HMAS ANZAC conducting operations in the Gulf is available through networks in Canberra.

Stills of HMAS ANZAC conducting operations in the Gulf are available on the Defence Media Website at: www.defence.gov.au/media/1610
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