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Department of Defence

Media Release


Coalition F/A-18 Fighter Pilots and Crew farewelled

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Dr Brendan Nelson and Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Angus Houston, this morning farewelled F/A-18 Hornet pilots and ground crew prior to their departure from RAAF Base Williamtown. The personnel are deploying as part of the Australian contingent joining the International Coalition against Terrorism.

Friends and family joined Dr Nelson and Air Marshal Houston for the official ceremony which concluded with a spectacular fly past by four F/A-18 Hornets.

Australia is deploying four F/A-18 Hornets, two P3-C long-range maritime aircraft, two B707 air to air refuelling aircraft and approximately 300 Air Force personnel as part of its contribution to the International Coalition against Terrorism.

For further information

Emma Diffen

Defence Media Liaison

0414 345 741

Media Note:

· File vision of the F/A-18 Hornets will be available from networks in Canberra

· Stills of the farewell will be available from the Defence website: http://www.defence.gov.au/media/1610
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