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PEACEKEEPERS REMEMBER

Australian United Nations Peacekeepers throughout East Timor paused today to observe two minutes silence and pay their respects to fallen comrades.

Services were held in the capital Dili as well as Suai and Balibo, with small informal gatherings being held within the Australian area of operations around the border region.

A large percentage of the 1500 Australians serving in East Timor are from the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (2RAR) based in Townsville.

The focus of 2RAR’s commemorative service was at battalion headquarters in the 300-year-old Portuguese fort at Balibo.

The battalion’s youngest soldier, 19-year-old Private Robert Inglesias, read the ode during the ceremony conducted by unit padre Chaplain Andrew McNeill.

2RAR began its six-month tour of duty last month and is due home in April next year.

BACKGROUND: CONTRIBUTING TO PEACE IN EAST TIMOR

More than 1500 Australian Defence Force personnel are serving in East Timor as part of the Peacekeeping Forces (PKF) of the United Nations Transitional Administration East Timor (UNTAET). Their role is to maintain peace and security, ensuring a stable environment so that the citizens of East Timor can rebuild their country. The Second Battalion Group is the largest individual component of Australia’s contribution to operations. The group has just over 1000 personnel. The group contains elements from various Army units from across Australia. At the core of the group are four infantry companies from the Townsville-based 2nd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment. The group also contains reconnaissance, support and administrative elements. Backing up the effort are logistical support elements, including transport, supply, maintenance, medical and dental. 

Further information:

East Timor -  Captain Noel Gilby 
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Media Note:

· File vision will be available from networks in Canberra

· Stills will be available from the Defence website: <http://www.defence.gov.au/media/45601/>
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