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3RAR AND ‘A’ FIELD BATTERY (RAA) RECEIVE AUSTRALIAN ACTIVE SERVICE MEDALS 

Land Commander, Major General Peter Abigail today presented the Australian Active Service Medal to members of 3rd Battalion Royal Australian Regiment and A Field Battery who were part of the INTERFET peace-keeping force.

In a ceremony at Holsworthy Barracks, more than 500 soldiers of all ranks received their Award that recognises their active service in East Timor.

“I am honoured to present Australian Active Service Medals to the fine soldiers of 3RAR in recognition of the excellent service they have given the Army, the Nation and the people of East Timor.”  Major General Abigail said.

Major General Abigail praised the efforts of the Battalion as a crucial part of the United Nations Peacekeeping effort in East Timor. 

“Throughout the tour you dealt with complex issues. Establishing working arrangements with your TNI counterparts, dominating the militia, protecting the local people and assisting with the distribution of humanitarian aid.

“You have added a new chapter to 3 RAR’s proud history and certainly lived up to the nickname ‘Old Faithful’.”

3RAR was one of the first units deployed to East Timor and served there from late September 1999 to February this year. Over five months the Battalion conducted a series of operations in Dili, around Maliana in the western border region and in the Oecussi enclave.

Australian Active Service Medals were also presented today to 70 soldiers of A Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery, that is also stationed at Holsworthy Barracks.  This unit was deployed to East Timor from October last year to February this year. 

A Battery RAA is the oldest unit in the Australian Army. Over 100 years ago this same unit deployed to Cape Town in South Africa for service with the Imperial Forces in the Boer War.
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