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TENIX EVEREST 2001 EXPEDITION LAUNCHED

The Army Alpine Association’s Tenix Everest 2001 expedition was launched today by Deputy Chief of Army Major General Peter Leahy.

The expedition will climb the North Ridge of Mt Everest (8850m) from May to June next year and will be the first all Australian team to attempt this route. The expedition will also coincide with celebrations for the Centenary of Federation and the Army’s centenary.
Twelve members of the Army Alpine Association (AAA) have been selected for the expedition. The team includes Captain Tanya Bylart who is only the third Australian woman to summit an 8000m peak as part of the AAA Shishapangma expedition last year.

The team includes Army, Navy and Air Force personnel as well as civilians. Expedition leader Major Zac Zaharias and Colonel Peter Lambert were also members of Bicentennial Everest Expedition in 1988.

MAJGEN Leahy said he was proud of the professionalism, dedication and commitment of team members and said the AAA was an excellent example of the high level of cooperation and skill that existed between all areas of the Australian Defence Force.

The expedition will fly to Kathmandu, Nepal and travel across the Himalayan divide to Tibet where they will set up base camp in March next year. The expedition will be accompanied by journalist Captain Lorraine Mulholland who will provide daily satellite reports and images on the progress of the expedition which expects to summit Mt Everest in early June.

The AAA was formed in 1975 by General Peter Gration to foster alpine adventurous training throughout the Army and the ADF. The AAA is the largest and most active adventure association in Australia with over 600 members and this month celebrates its 25th anniversary.

Over the last 25 years, the AAA has been a pioneer in the promotion, development and conduct of alpine adventurous training for ADF personnel. As an organisation, the AAA promotes positive and healthy pursuits with physical and psychological challenge being the central theme. It encourages junior soldiers and officers to develop Army values and qualities such as courage, initiative, teamwork and leadership.

For further information contact: Colonel Peter Lambert 02 – 6265 1756, 
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