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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION TEAM REPORT RELEASED

The Chairman of the Defence Community Consultation Team (CCT), The Hon. Andrew Peacock, today said that the Australian community had responded very positively to the community consultation process and strongly supports a well-equipped, first class Defence Force.

The CCT’s Report to Government on the Defence community consultation process was released in Canberra today by the Minister for Defence, John Moore.

“This has been the most successful program of public consultation initiated by any Australian government.  The level of participation from citizens, industry groups and community representatives was outstanding,” Mr Peacock said.  “The Team was very impressed by the quality and depth of interest.

“More than 2,000 people attended public meetings, 1,100 submissions were received, and in excess of 23,000 copies of the Defence Public Discussion Paper were distributed free of charge or downloaded electronically from the Internet.”

“A key finding to emerge is the widespread concern with the Australian Defence Force being asked to do more with less.  There is strong support for an increase in defence spending to ensure that the men and women of Defence are properly equipped to do the job asked of them,” said Mr Peacock.

“In particular, the community believes that the defence of Australia should remain the key priority for Government and Defence planners.  However, Australians also believe that the ADF should be capable of adapting to other roles such as peacekeeping.

“This requires a well-funded, highly capable, flexible defence force in which the Reserves and industry play an integral role.”

The CCT’s report was delivered to Government in last month and has assisted in development of the upcoming Defence White Paper.

”I would like to thank the other members of the Team, Dr David MacGibbon, Mr Stephen Loosley and MAGJEN Adrian Clunies-Ross AC (Retd), for their contribution to a highly worthwhile exercise.  I also would like to thank the many Australians who contributed to the consultation process.”

Copies of the Report are available at http://www.defence.gov.au/consultation/ or by calling 1800 444 034.
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