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STATEMENT OF A WITNESS

inthe matteroft  KOVCO ( Board of Inquiry )

Place: 12 Tyron Strest, Lindfield, NSW
Date: 4" July 2008

| Name: Brendan John NELSON J
STATES:

1.

This statamant made by me accurately aots out tha evidence whioh | would be prepered if
necsssary, 10 give in Court a3 & withess. The statemeont is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | make & knowing that If it la tandered In evidencs, | shall be lable to prosecution if | have
wiully stated in i snything which | know to be faise or do not believe £o be frue.

My age s 47 yeers.

( am the Faderal mambar for Sradfield in the Australian Parlament and hold the offios of Minister for
Defence.

On Friday the 21* of AprR, 2006, | was telephoned by the Chief of the Defance Foros. Alr Chiet
Marshal Angus HOUSTON. Alr Chief Marshal HOUSTON 1oid me thet sn Australisn soldier had
baen taken to an Ameriosn Miltary Hospital In Baghded sfter besn shot st his heedquesters. Alr
Chief Marshal HOUSTON told me that It wes very serious snd it was uncertain that the saldier would
survive. ' .

About 3am on Saturday, the 22 of April, 2008, Alr Chief Marshal HOUSTON telephoned me again
and toid me that the soldier had died. Later that day | was en routs to Meiboume for National
Reserves Day when Alr Ghief Marshal HOUSTON talsphanad me again about the death of the
soidier. | rippec off & plece of paper and wrole down what he ssid. | have kept that pieos of paper
and have suppiled a photocopy 10 Detsctive HAYES, The resson | kept the papar was because It

- has s telaphone number on it | wented fo keep. Alr Chiel Marshal HOUSTON toid me that he had

spoken to Brigadier Paul SIMON in Beghdsd and & appears nathing other than an sooldental single
gun shot to the head i his own room. »wwmmusroummuwhom
hendiing his own weapon in soma way and i had discharged. lbokmubmnnhthvm
mainiaining X as soldlers are required 10 do. | was not fold & wes suicide, | was not to

someone had shat him.

NELSON
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Statemerit of  Brendan John NELSON
inthe matierof  KOVCO (board of Inquiry)

PHOTOCOPRY OF NOTE ATTACHED
Note reads :

Baghdad Jason

Private Kovoo Sniper ,

Marriad (WattieGrove) Wattie Grove
Accidental D/C Sec Detachmant
Enter front thru skul

Stll in Intemet Zone. Ten Combet Support Hosp
Shelley L Transfar to Baiad whars major hosp

»  wilé in Meb
-  =2chiidren

Maj Neville Payne
DCO Mares Nogie
L

. The Chisf of the Ay, Lisutenant General Peter LEAHY was to make s press statement thet day

and | believed that ss Minister for Defence, | slso shouid make a statement. | told the media what |
knew and | sald maintaining his weapon - placing it somewhers.

| recall that k was ether the Monday before Anzac Day (Tuesday, the 25 of Aprl, 2008) or the
Waednaaday following It that Alr Chisf Marshal HOUSTON telephoned me and told ma that they hed
complotod the-QUICK ASSESSMENT. |t was anly at that tme that | leam? that thare wers iwo
others scidiers in the room with Privats KOVICO; that Private KOVCO had been standing up tying st
& laptop; thet thers wers 3 bunk bads In tha room; that loud music was being playad; that the
soldiers next door were banging on the wails and the naxt thing there was & gun shot and Private
KOVCO was down. { recall asking Alr Chief Marshsl HOUSTON wes Private KOVCO standing up
and he said yes and the gun wes sither next to or under the laptcp. That was different from what |
was first toid but | acospt that in the first frenetio serly situation, it can alter,

. On Saturday the 22™ Apri, 2008, IWWWWMWWHOUSTONMM

'MWWMMKW@OMI being that the
wosee (). Adego N
Wayng HA . Brendan NELBON
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g Statement of  Brendan John NELSON

Inthe matterof  KOVCD (hosrd of Inquiry)

military did not fly the body home in o of thelr alreraft, | was told that the contractor was reliable
and had been used sfter the Ball bombing,

0. Iwes golng to leave k ut that but when at Cariberra Alport on Wadneaday 26" Apri, 2006 | wes toid
by the Chief of the Army, Lisutenant General Peter LEAHY, thet there was & mix up and & appeared
that the wrong body was being repatristed. { talaphoned the Consul Genera! in Kuwalt and was
satisfiad that the wrong body was in transit. | asid to Licutenant General LEAHY | hed baen advised
thet Private KOVCO was standing up st his laptop and Lisutenant General LEAHY was making hand
mmmmmmm.mmmmwmdm
weapon. :

10. lmummmmbmmvwsm. | explained the mix up with the body
and they ware very unhappy.

11, About 8.00am on Monday 1 May, 2008, | was in sn Interview with Alsn JONES on his radio .
programme and he asked me : * How did he shoot meelf claaning his gun. * From my
conversations with the family | knaw they were upest with the story that he shot himeelf clssning his
un, INMWMWNWMMMWMWWI&WN
something happened from there.

12. | would ke 10 say there wes no attumpt at cover up, decelt or misinformation. Alr Chisf Marsha!
HOUSTON and Brigadier SYMON are outstanding commanders of the highest intsgrity. The tmedia
usad the term “cleaning his gun’, | never did nor was | 1oid that by any person.

Brendan NELSON

Wayne HAYES
20| oY [206
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE

THE HON DR BRENDAN NELSON MP
18 July 2006
Detective Inspector Wayne Hayes
NSW Polico Headquarters
Locked Bag 5102
PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 ;

-

Dear Det Insp Hayes &

¢

Re: Statement of & Witness — The Hon Dr Brendan Nelson MP ~

Ploase find anclosed Dr Nelson's signed stetement in relation to the Kovoo
(Board of Inquiry) matter,

Yours sincerely

C Ll

Pmﬂbamwﬁlewmm

Parlament Houss, Canbarma ACT 2000. » Tel: (02) 8277 7800 Fax: (02) 8273 4118
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The Hon, Dr Brendan Nelson,
Minister for Defence

Tnnscﬂpt'

MIN220408/08

Eoe --Daeth of Australian Soldier

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

lmhbannomoomatwmlahth&ohdad.mwﬂandhmmbnohmumItnppnmhtm
accident occurred Involving a firsarm, that the ummatmmmmmymw
in the course of handling hlsmpon.ThmbnowldmofmywnoomerMunuddomdu
suqe.Therewlbunhqunyhbﬁudnhofhuoldm-mwbomhqukylubhdummd
the accldents! shooting of the eoidier in Baghdad., ¥ did not invoive, under any circumstances,
engagement with snemy forces.

Woafooumnthmomnt.ourptbdtybtoﬂndymhtm-oldhfawlbmdhnltymmndfor.
and secondly, o see that the mbmwmln.dwwmmmm
manner. | bemnldnqeonhet%hohnﬂlyamnuheybd“hyamlbhblpukbm.

Wthoenteﬂlymmonﬂnoloﬁowlfoofmuoldsundhbfunl!y.ﬂ\obofum&rnmunny
mmmmmmm.mmmahmwmmmome
soldier who was involved.

ltwwymhdsdduMmbohmembmtmthbkm
mddommdlmbmnmlymdmmnymﬁomﬂmbﬂm.memwdmwmm
mnwmeuuMhnwmwm,mwmwm iraci, we have
betmedwroddon,andweMIlbokfothmeMUmofﬂabodybAmhl‘,Mthmxt

couple of days.

-QUESTION:

What detalls do you know about the shooting?
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DR BRENDAN NELSON:

Wdlmwmdodlbouhﬂm!nurmmemmm.hhhdnbht by the Chief of
D«om.tmmmmwymncwmmum.m%mwmm
Mmmmmmﬂ,mmmmmm.Wolawhthaolderwulnvoivodln
omsewdtydohdwwtwhldtmmmlmmmm:mmwombauyh.sqmrm
mmummmmmmpm,wmmwnuwdmmmuub
do.mmmwdnwm.mmumw.wamummmm
nmw.wmmmhww.mwmmmammwm.m

QUESTION:
How have you been eble to nie out suickle?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

Weamﬂhmmmmhmwibungwmbmdwybyadqﬂu&dmn.

who commands our troops right scrose the Iraq theatre. All of the evidence points to the fact that this ie

an scoldent. There le st this stage no evidence st all 1o suggest amything ather than the socidental firing

%ﬂm%wﬂthwmduMbthhnMw.Mwﬂlwulms
ulry.

i think at the moment the most important thing for us t do ls 10 respact the sensitivities and wishes of
the soidier's wife and his familty. We will not be releasing his name untl they have agreed that we are
able to do 80, snd we will aiso ensure that every effort s made to retum his body ¥ Austrakia in @ Smely
and a dignified manner.

QUESTION:
Where exactly did the accident happen?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

Well the sccident ooourred in Baghdad where our security detechment is, which basically ning our
ASLAVs, and protects our diplomatic and other dignitaries through the atreets of Baghdad. Its based in
Baghdad, the seaurity detachment is as | eay, based in the internations! zone in Baghdad, ) can't be
any more specific ss to precissly where It occurred. Its important to emphssise that all of the evidence
is that this was en sccldent, # also did not Involve engagement of Insurgent or snemy forces in any wey,
shepe or form, end that of course, as | say, there will be a full inquiry Into it.

QUESTION:
Was he slone when it happened?

QUESTION:

'ON Xbd 82:91 (34 8002-d35-80



Does he have any chidren?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:
The soicier invoived has 8 wife and I'm advised aiso, bwo yourg children,

QUESTION:
And how has his regiment reacted to the death?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

mmmﬂcmwhaouuasyoumdmm,bomofdwmﬁonmdomm
mmmw.mmbm.mmahmaomhmmm

QUESTION:
Can you tef us a bit about the soldier?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

At this atage, at the request of the soldier's wife and family, we're ot releasing any more dotall In
rdoﬂonbhlmuﬂum.Iunuyhowevor,mathomﬂnhlymﬂdodbyhhmagun,hewu

QUESTION:
Do you know how long he's served?

DR ERENDAN NELSON:

F'm mtmntohahgebbllyouhawbnghchumdbr.hcumntmuonofhmw
detachment is such that they have been in Baghded now for a couple of monthe, or Just under thet.

QUESTION:
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o,

FI/11 4

Are you plsnning 10 go o Baghdsd yourselr?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

'“““memwmmmlmu\mchqmm

mmwlmmmm?ambm:m.wg,m ’MddloE'mag;“:gm
9 on, 1o offer to spaak to her and |

uwnmwwmmhmmwmmymuwmndmummqm

QUESTION:
Washamwfmlthnpmd.haeddem

DR BRENDAN NELSON:
rmnaluebnyMwhomdoneormmonoﬁmmdmwhmkmm.

QUESTION:
18 he from Victoria? Does the famlly reside horg?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

His family currantly andpmdomlnmﬂybbacedlnwmm\omhmemummalsobun
based in other parts of Australia, ‘

QUEBTION:

This is the first desth of an Australian in Ireq mmmmmbauthm.butmyou
Mhthﬂmﬁnom?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

Wed, firstly, unfortunately and .wmr51,000mﬂnbonomoAMuauDﬂumFoms,wa
have a varisty of Incidents thet Iwt'ly'umum!alu»ln}m-y,mdattlrﬂeumm.lmlm:lrmtho
wddonNMmdawupon.ﬂkmmolyupuwm.ndmwwobMthnldwmdmw

Andnwoapmmkwouy.mdwemmbormomlﬂanfmen and women for more than
1wmn.ummhmmnDefenoeFome.ll‘uﬂmdyumlndemmmenand
mhm%mhwmm.hydowdmemmwrmm
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and safety.

Wommdymofthbuldbr.whuhehndom.anddthehudom.pwﬂwhﬂynotonly
mmwmmﬁuAmMnAmy.mdeldow«yH\hgmmbhommmmw
sppropriataly.

QUESTION:

vdunwmwwubombm-mmmmmm in. Whet do you thirk the
Defence Force will take from this? o you

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

wmwwy,ﬂmmmmqummmm.nndmmm

mmmamnmwmommdmmm.mmm-lm

MW“M&MWMM!OM me with a full briefing, not only

mmwmmmnm«mm.mmmmmmwu
undertsken o prevent these kinds of incidents from again,

|

Udomw.wbmumhwnoldm.mwhmgm thars will from
nwuumemmmmmwm,wlw*wmmmwu
hhandmmmmhbw.bmmmbodybm:nodbmthuunaﬂmﬂy
m.wmm.mehmmemmmmmmmmm.do
mmwmbmmmsmmemmm.

QUESTION:

Doumowddommmmahlwmednnomcfbdnglnlm,unddoesltlnmmymym
judigement about baing there yourseif? .

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

ww.ﬂw.ummmw.mhmdwddwﬂnmrhammmphAuoWla.asmuehun
unhmyomddepbymo'tw‘nmbmmbwﬂutmnwomourwldbn.whothultboh
m&bmnm.wlmmw.::m.wwmmuhﬂam.mm&pw%

une, are lethal weapone, rtunately process of servicing those weapons,
mgmmmmmbmMhm.hmmmanom.andawocoddom.n
we appear to have seen overnight In Baghdad.

(R XV

QUESTION:
Where will the body come back to?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:
The body wikl be retumed to Australls In part in & C130 Hercules from Baghdad, and then it wil be

transforred to » commercial flight. The pracise ime and pisoe of amival of the body will be @ matter for
dlaotmbnuﬂ:hmw.Atﬁgmem‘mhmmﬁmefamlyastdymwbody
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ttmofcowumwouumhoﬂutlmmﬂonmnabhbhbmaderoomm.‘g

QUESTION:
How old was the saldier, can you tal us that?

DR BRENDAN NELSON:
I'm not able to tell you st this stage.

QUESTION:
In his 208, 3087

DR BRENDAN NELSON:

This l‘mmtauobuyouathmmentmbok.wuwoumymud‘mm.oony. some of the
Questions as you'd apprediate, | can't anewer.
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