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Plan of Remediation of Contaminated Groundwater

Work is well underway with the data-gathering phase of the study.  Eighteen new groundwater bores have been sunk and the first round of sampling has been undertaken.  The monitoring program has been revised to reflect the opportunity to obtain additional information about the flow of groundwater with the draining of Lake Mulwala. 

A full report on this section of the study is expected in September.

Remediation of the Water Tower Tip Area

Detailed planning of the remediation of this area is underway.  The basic plan is to:

· remove the materials containing asbestos from the tip surface,

· cap the tip area to prevent rain water flushing through, as per NSW EPA guidelines

· revegetate with local plants

This concept is straightforward, but achieving it is proving a challenge due to the steep nature of the land.  EPA guidelines require a gentle sloping final surface to minimise erosion.  To date, a survey of the vegetation on the tip site has been conducted by Jan Hall of Patanga Nurseries, a detailed asbestos material removal plan prepared, and a site topographic survey has been conducted.  The topographic survey is to enable a detailed plan for the final surface to be developed.

The details of this remediation plan will be discussed at the next meeting of the Community Liaison Group planned for late June / early July 2002

Upgrade of Process Drains

Work is complete on the project to upgrade the process drains within the ADI facility.  The old brick and tile lined in-ground drains have been replaced with stainless steel and plastic above ground lines.  The old leaking drains are believed to be the last significant source contributing to groundwater contamination. 

Effluent treatment plant upgrade

Phase one of the Effluent Treatment Plant upgrade was completed on schedule. The work included the separation of the different types of waste effluent to allow different treatment and the construction of polishing ponds.  This has enabled ADI to meet the changes in the Facilities EPA discharge licence that came into effect on 31/3/02.  The next phase of the upgrade, which is the construction of bioreactors to remove excess nitrate salts from the effluent, has begun.  Commissioning of the bioreactors is scheduled for mid July. During this construction period, the effluent that is feed for the bioreactors is being stored in the polishing ponds. 

Mulwala Redevelopment Project

URS Australia Pty Ltd (URS) has been commissioned by ADI to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed redevelopment of the Commonwealth Government’s propellants and explosives facility at Mulwala. 

The EIS will examine the environmental impacts associated with the construction and operation of the proposed Mulwala Redevelopment Project. EIS specialist studies have commenced addressing issues including air quality, noise, traffic and transport, water quality, flora and flora, risk and hazard assessment, the social and economic environment, the planning and approvals required, waste management, archaeology and heritage, and contamination.  Residents are encouraged to provide input to the consultants now, so that their queries can be taken into account in the specialist studies, and also in August/September when the completed EIS is available for public comment.

You can register your interest in the project and be on the URS mailing list to receive information, or talk to one of the URS staff as follows:

· Calling the project telephone information line on 1800 700 444

· Visit the Mulwala Redevelopment Project web site at http//www.adi-limited.com/mulwala
· Send the EIS team an email on mulwala@urscorp.com
· Fax your comments marked “Mulwala Redevelopment EIS” to URS on 02 8925 5555

· Post written submissions to 
“Mulwala Redevelopment EIS” 
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Level 3, 116 Miller St.






North Sydney, NSW 2060

Your interest in the project will be appreciated.
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