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Mulwala Community Consultative Group

A group of interested local residents meets every 3 or 4 months to discuss with ADI management and the Department of Defence, community concerns about environmental issues at the ADI Mulwala plant.  Mr Rob Anderson from the Defence Department chairs the group.  Discussions at the group meetings are still mainly about the contaminated ground water issue, but also now encompasses other environmental issues.  The membership of the group is; Alan Abrahams, Sue Athanitis, Clive Macaulay, Sharon O’Brien, Alf Smale, Stuart Spinks, and Alistair Wylie.  Bob Parr from the Corowa Council also attends the meetings.

If you would like to raise any environmental issue with the group, please contact Doug Wilson, the ADI Mulwala Environmental Manager on 5742 2479 or alternatively you may wish to contact one of the above community representatives. 

Contaminated Groundwater Management Study

Information gained from the eighteen new ground water monitoring bores sunk for this study has indicated that the interaction between the contaminated ground water and the Murray river / billabong system is somewhat different to what was expected.  It is now thought that the underground water is slowly flowing into a previously unknown aquifer adjacent to the Murray River.  Here the contaminated water is mixing with uncontaminated water before possibly entering the River or a billabong where it will have no significant impact because it has been so diluted. The data gathering phase of the study has been extended to gather sufficient data to prove (or disprove) this theory.  Six test pits have been dug down to ground water (and filled in) so that large samples could be obtained, plus over twenty five new monitoring bores are to be installed over the next few weeks. It is anticipated that the additional information obtained from these bores will provide definitive answers about what is happening to the contamination in the ground water. 

Accordingly, the report on this phase of the study has been delayed for two to three months.

Remediation of the Water Tower Tip Area

A copy of the plan for remediation of the Water Tower Hill tip site is available for public viewing at the Mulwala library. Comments from the public are most welcome.

Some clay fill material from the Water Ski club lagoon has been deposited onsite into the deeper depressions and most of the vegetation that is in the way of the work, has been removed.  Tenders have been called from local earthmoving contractors, and the work is expected to be completed before Christmas.  On completion of the revegetation works on the site, ADI and Defence will be guided by the community as to whether there is need to retain the fence.

Effluent treatment plant upgrade

Commissioning of the upgraded Effluent Treatment Plant has begun. The new bioreactors in which bacteria convert the nitrates into gaseous nitrogen have been “seeded” with bacteria selected and grown for this purpose by a specialist local company. It is anticipated that effluent that meets the new low specifications will be produced well before the 31 December deadline. This will mean that the Mulwala facility is no longer a significant source of nitrogen containing nutrients into the Murrary river. 

Mulwala Redevelopment Project

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed redevelopment of the Commonwealth Government’s propellants and explosives facility at Mulwala has been prepared. It has been submitted to Planning NSW for consideration and is now available for public comment at the Mulwala Library. An information day to allow the community to discuss the report will be held on September 12 at the Mulwala Community Center.

Website

The Mulwala website will continue to be updated, with the next major addition being the report from the groundwater investigations.  This report is expected to be posted on the site in January/ February 2003.

A reminder that the website address is www.defence.gov.au/id/ems/mulwala
Next meeting

The next meeting of the community consultative group is planned for November / December 2002.
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