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PURPOSE

This information sheet has been prepared for distribution to residents with properties located within Lucan (south of Bayly Street), Green, Jones and Lonsdale Streets, and Sloan Avenue, in order to assist in the understanding of soil sampling proposals at Mulwala.

It is the first of a number of documents that will shortly be provided for the information of all Mulwala residents that will share the results of studies being undertaken at Mulwala. 

Please note this information sheet deals only with the soil sampling program. Other matters will be dealt with in the near future. 

BACKGROUND

Residential properties within the Green Street, Lonsdale Street, Jones Street and Sloan Avenue area were formerly factory residences, built to house the workers constructing and working on the Mulwala Facility. The original residences are believed to have been built, and were inhabited, prior to the Mulwala Facility being commissioned and becoming operational. 
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There are no reports that this area has been used for purposes other than residential housing. Three newer brick residences are located on Lucan Street, south of Sloan Avenue.

WATER TOWER TIP SITE AND HORSE PADDOCKS

The Water Tower Tip was created when a former rock quarry, which was used to provide roadbase material for the Mulwala Facility, was closed and the area became used by local government agencies and the Mulwala Facility for the disposal of general rubbish. 

Rubbish disposed of at the Water Tower Tip is understood to have consisted of general putrescible and household waste, white goods, and wastes from the Mulwala Facility. 

Investigations of the site have been able to establish the general area of the disposal pit and the depth of filling that occurred at specific locations across the tip. 

Rubbish dumped at the site appears to have been isolated to the former quarry area. More recently, uncontrolled dumping from sources other than the Mulwala Facility appears to have occurred in the Water Tower Reserve area comprising demolition type wastes. The presence of these demolition type wastes has been found in the treed area located to the west of the water towers. There is also anecdotal evidence that demolition of wastes from the Mulwala Facility may have been disposed of in the Horse Paddocks. 

Further investigations are ongoing to verify this. 

ASH FILL MATERIALS

Some local residents have expressed concern about the possible presence of ash materials on their properties that may have come from operations at the Mulwala Facility. 

The facility operates a boiler to produce steam which is located within the southern portion of the facility. This boiler has been operating since the facility was commissioned in the 1940’s and was originally coal-fired but has more recently been using coal briquettes for fuel. 

As part of the site investigations being carried out by URS, information from all previous site investigations has been collected and reviewed. This information includes soil samples collected from around the boiler house and former coal yard at the facility. These areas were identified as the main areas where ash wastes were generated and stored. 

Laboratory analysis of soil samples from these areas showed they contained a large proportion of ash. The results of the laboratory analysis also showed that the concentrations of potential contaminants in the samples were below the investigation levels which have been endorsed by the National Environmental Protection Council for the protection of human health. This result is what would be expected for ash deriving from burnt coal. 

URS is therefore able to conclude that the ash materials generated by the Mulwala Facility, whether they are still contained on the site or have been disposed of off-site, are not likely to contain contaminants at concentrations which are considered by the National Environmental Protection Council and therefore the NSW EPA, to be unacceptable or harmful to human health and/or the environment. 

THE PRESENT SITUATION

Based on the site investigations carried out, URS believes that there is little likelihood that activities relating to the operation of the Mulwala Facility have impacted on the soil quality of the residential properties located within the vicinity of the Factory Hill.

URS also notes that the date of construction of many of these houses corresponds with the commissioning of the Mulwala Facility. As such, the age of these houses increases the likelihood that asbestos containing materials and lead based paints were used in the building fabric of these residences. 

In conjunction with the NSW EPA accredited Auditor, Dr Peter Nadebaum, an extensive soil sampling program has been designed by URS and is currently being undertaken to assess soil conditions surrounding the Water Tower Tip and on other Commonwealth land bordering the residential areas. The program is being undertaken to establish the extent and nature of potential soil contamination within the Water Tower Tip reserve and the various Commonwealth properties outside of the Mulwala Facility. The results of this program will provide more information on the likelihood of the occurrence of wastes from the Mulwala Facility affecting soil conditions in the adjoining residential properties. 
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