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ADI Mulwala Community Consultation Group Meeting


11th May 2004


ADI MULWALA COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETING

mulwala rsl board room 11th May 2004, 3 to 4.40pm

Attendees

Alf Smale, Clive and Beth Macaulay, Bob Parr (Corowa Shire Council), Mark Imber (Department of Defence), Doug Wilson (ADI), Stuart Jobling (ADI), Jamie McDonald (ADI).

1. Apologies

Alan Abrahams, Sharon O’Brien, Stuart Spinks, Alistair Wylie.

2. business arising from the last meeting

2.1 Widening of the meeting Agendas

As per discussions at the last meeting, the agenda of the Community Consultation Group meetings have been widened to include other issues concerning ADI Mulwala.  This meeting includes a presentation from Stuart Jobling on the Major Hazards Facilities up coming legislation and how it affects ADI Mulwala.

2.2 Foxes from the Facility causing problems in the neighbouring residential areas.

Clive Macaulay reported that foxes coming over or under the ADI boundary fence are still creating problems with his poultry.  At the last meeting, Mark Imber offered funding for an eradication program.

ACTION: Doug Wilson to follow up.

3. News

3.1 Odour Complaints

There have been three complaints from the community about ether odours.  Due to the old plant and machinery, unfortunately, there isn’t much that can be done to prevent ether odours until the Modernisation.  One of the conditions of consent for the new plant is that there will be no odours detected off site.

3.2 Mercury Remediation

The excavation of mercury contaminated soil from outside the former Laboratory buildings has been completed.  Approximately 170 tonne of contaminated soil has been contained in plastic lined bulk bags and is waiting for approval for treatment and disposal to landfill.

Interest was expressed in seeing photographs at the Community meetings of various remediation and environmental projects occurring on site.

ACTION:  Doug Wilson and Jamie McDonald 

3.3 Proposed Joint Sewerage Facility with Corowa Shire Council.

A decision on whether a joint sewerage treatment facility between ADI and Corowa Shire Council will go ahead will be decided on at the Corowa Shire Council meeting on Tuesday 18th May 2004.

3.4 Modernisation Project

Two tenders for the design and construction of the new plant have been received and are currently being evaluated.

4. Issues being worked

4.1 Implementation of the Groundwater Management Plan, control of sources and Carbon Source Addition trials.

ADI has asked for tenders from three consulting companies for the first phase in these works, which is the Capping of the Nitrate and Sulphate groundwater contamination source areas.

The use of Nitrate and Sulphate contaminated groundwater is causing adverse effects when watering certain plants, including natives, hydrangeas and azaleas.  It was suggested that a horticulturalist being contracted to provide information on the specifics of which plants are suitable for planting where groundwater containing Nitrates and Sulphates is to be irrigated.  The Macaulays generously offered the use of their property and bore water for any small scale trials on the suitability of plants for use with the groundwater.

4.2 Water Minimisation

ADI Mulwala plans to reduce the amount of water the facility uses.  Currently, a site water mass balance is being conducted to determine the major uses of water in the plant so these can then be targeted for water minimisation projects.

5. Major hazard facility requirements

Stuart Jobling, the Major Hazard Facility Project Manager, gave a presentation on how this new legislation will affect ADI Mulwala.  The main points presented were:

· Victoria, Queensland and Western Australia are already subject to the MHF legislation and it is expected to be brought in to NSW in late 2004.
· The definition of a Major Hazard Facility is a facility where Schedule 1 Materials (specific hazardous materials ie: toxic, explosive and flammable substances as defined in Schedule 1 of the National Standard) are present or are likely to be present in amounts that exceed their threshold quantity prescribed in Schedule 1 of the National Standard, or otherwise as defined by the Regulatory Authority.
· The objective of the National Standard is to prevent major accidents and near misses, and to minimise the effects of any major accidents and near misses, by requiring the Operator of the Facility to:

a) Identify, assess and control major accident hazards,

b) Provide information to public authorities, other close facilities and the community,

c) Report, investigate and take corrective actions if a major accident or near miss occurs. 

d) Record and discuss lessons learnt.

6. other business

6.1 Membership of the Liaison Group

It was recommended to widen the membership of the Community Consultation Group to include interested parties in the wider community.  The current members of the group offered to leave it up to them to recruit more members.

6.2 Next Meeting

Mid September 2004
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