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Minutes from Community


Liaison Group Meeting 26/6/03


minutes from Community Liaison Group Meeting 26/6/03

Location: Kokoda Room Mulwala RSL

Present:  Stuart Spinks, Damien Chappel, Peter Nadebaum, Bruce Currie, Damien Wigley, Alistair Wylie, Mark Imber, Terry Weston, Doug Wilson (chair), Patrick Clark, Bob Parr, Alan Abrahams, Gavin Church, Alf Smale, David Nunne, Jamie Hay.

1. HLA Presentation

Pat Clarke presented the key findings that are contained in the HLA reports on the Baseline Numerical flow qnd solute transport model analysis, and Priority A sources investigation (May 2003). 

These HLA Reports will be in the Mulwala Library and on the Defence website.

Alistair Wylie suggested that the more permeable, less clayey area under the Oleum area in the aquitard between the Shepparton and Calivil aquifers could have been caused by the acid reacting with the clay.

Mark Imber asked about clarification with regards to the stockwater guidelines for nitrates.

Alistair asked whether the remediation of the effluent drain included remediation for nitrates and sulphates.  Committee informed that the remediation of the effluent drain was for metals only.

Stuart Spinks enquired as to what the implications of the studies were for them. Patrick Clark responded that he couldn’t see there being any problems arising from the way the residents are currently using the groundwater.

Alf Smale and Alan Abrahams asked about the different options.  They expressed the view that if the nitrate contaminated area was capped that the nitrates would remain there for someone else to clean up in the future and that that option was not really dealing with the problem.

Bruce Currie said that the irrigation option might be viable as when his neighbours across the road were using large amounts of groundwater to irrigate sorghum for stock feed, the quality of the water extracted from the surrounding groundwater bores improved but then went back to the original quality after irrigation stopped.

Alf Smale is concerned that the area not connected to the sewer lines is contaminating the groundwater with pathogens and bacteria from the septic systems.  Patrick Clark couldn’t give a clear answer because they haven’t looked at it closely enough and the analyses they conducted were for total bacteria, not E coli types.  Peter Nadebaum stated that it shouldn’t be a problem as long as the water was not used as drinking water.

ACTION:  Jamie Hay to take samples for bacteria counts and analysis.

2. Section 149 Notices.

No new information – issue resolved unless ADI hears otherwise.

3. News.

3.1 Water Tower Hill remediation.

Over 700 plants have been planted with black bladder full of water to water plants.  It is intend to leave the area fenced off until the plants become established at which time, this decision will then be reviewed.

3.2 ETP 

Still commissioning.  Effluent is now at a standard for release to the Murray River.  

3.3 Modernisation

· No news, everything taking time

· EIS reviewed and draft comments submitted.

· Reached agreement on the Conditions of Consent and this has been sent to Planning NSW

· Waiting for DoD to decide who goes out to tender- ADI or DoD.  Hopeful this will be resolved over the next few months.

· The Conditions of Consent require no ether smells off site and no loud noises.  Detonation noises heard every now and again raised by Alf Smale.  ADI will trial digging a depression to conduct trials in.

Issues being worked

3.4 Mercury Contamination

Remedial work should begin in another month or so on the remediation of the areas contaminated with mercury. Sampling and analysis has been done. Waiting for contractors to action the remediation plan.

3.5 Noise Management Plan

This is planned to be developed later this year.

4. Environment Management System

The implementation of an Environment Management System is ADI Policy.  It is also driven  by new legislation to be brought in NSW for Major Hazards Facilities.  There is a need to consult the community for the MHF legislation.  It was put to the group that the current liaison group could be used in a broader sense.  Alf Smale, Alistair Wylie and Alan Abrahams agreed.  Terry Weston agreed that that was the direction planned for the committee when it was formed.

ACTION:  Doug Wilson to widen the agenda for the next meeting to more that just groundwater.

5. Issues from the Community

The problems with real estate not selling seems to have gone away.  Five new houses built this year.

Alan Abrahams is departing from the group for a time.  Has selected a stand in.

Reminder: Thursday 3rd July

                   Wider community meeting at the Mulwala Hall 6pm.

6. Next meeting

The next meeting will be held when there is more to report from the groundwater investigation which will be about the end of year.
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