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Minutes from Community


Liaison Group Meeting 3/12/03


minutes from Community Liaison Group Meeting 3/12/03

Location: Kokoda Room Mulwala RSL

Present:  Clive and Beth Macaulay, Gavin Church, Peter Nadebaum (Auditor, GHD), David Nunn (GHD), Patrick Clarke (HLA Envirosciences), Damien Wigley (HLA Envirosciences), Mark Imber (DoD), Doug Wilson (ADI), Jamie McDonald (ADI).

1. HLA Presentation

Pat Clarke and Damien Wigley presented the Groundwater Contamination Management Plan to the Community Group.

The report will be in the Mulwala Library and on the Defence website.

Gavin Church asked whether there were any side effects other than the production of hydrogen sulphide when carbon is added to groundwater.  He also asked what form of carbon will be used.  Patrick Clarke responded by saying that they would possibly use ethanol, which mixes with water very readily.  When mixed with water it stimulates bacterial growth, which can be difficult to manage over large areas, which is what would occur in the groundwater.  Gavin suggested that it may be a possibility to pump the groundwater out, add the carbon and then use the water for irrigation.

Concerns were raised about the statement in the report which indicates that monitoring will only continue until 2005.  Mark Imber stated that groundwater monitoring will continue into the future and asked that the “until 2005” statement in the report be disregarded.

Gavin queried whether the gypsum could have broken down the clay in the old Oleum Area allowing the contaminants to travel down into the Calivil Aquifer.  Patrick Clarke  replied that  based on the soil samples and geological logs of the bores installed in the Oleum Area, that the soil  between the aquifers in that particular part of the site is more sandy than elsewhere on site.  Thus the soil structure is quite different and is not likely to have been caused by the chemicals leaching through.
Clive Macaulay thanked HLA, DoD and ADI for the presentation of the findings of the studies and was very appreciative that the whole thing had been so well explained.  He was of the opinion that quarterly meetings into the future were a very good idea.

2. Water tower hill 

Due to the drought and damage done by rabbits, some of the little trees and shrubs planted on Water Tower Hill have not survived.  Another planting to replace the plants that have been lost will be conducted in Autumn to give the plants the best start over Winter and Spring.

3. joint facility and corowa shire council effluent treatment plant.

The consultants for Corowa Shire Council are  still working on  a feasibility report for  a joint sewerage / effluent treatment plant with ADI.  The EPA has made changes to the Corowa Shire Councils licence which will be enforced in three years, requiring the Council to substantially improve the quality of the effluent from their sewage treatment plant.   This provides an incentive for the Council to make a decision soon.

4. modernisation

The Federal Minister for the Environment has approved the EIS for the modernisation, so it can now go out for tender.

5. issues from the community

The issue of foxes on the ADI site jumping the fence and raiding nearby chook sheds was raised.  ADI and DoD agreed that there was a problem and DoD suggested a baiting program be run on the ADI site, funded by DoD, to minimise fox numbers in the area.

ACTION: Doug Wilson to co-ordinate.

6. next meeting

Late March 2004
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