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ADI Mulwala Community


Consultation Meeting 15/8/02


adi mulwala community consultation meeting 18/12/02

minutes


present:   Alf Smale, Clive Macaulay, Beth Macaulay, Alan Abrahams, Alistair Wylie, Damien Wigley (HLA), Patrick Clarke (HLA), Mark Imber (Defence), Bob Parr (Corowa Shire Council), Les Welsh, chairman (ADI), Doug Wilson (ADI), Jamie Hay (ADI)

apologies: Sharon O’Brien, Gavin Church, Rob Anderson

1. special report on the groundwater contamination management study by consultants, hla

Patrick Clarke provided an overview of the conceptual model of the ground water that has been developed as a result of the field-work and laboratory analyses.

The main points were:

· Contaminated groundwater from the facility is mixing with river water in the alluvial aquifer adjacent to the River and the combined flow is recharging a deeper Calilvil formation aquifer and flowing west.
· The concentration of nitrates and sulfates in the alluvial aquifer are close to background levels and so do not appear to be a threat to the billabongs or river.
· The extent of the plume of contamination appears to be stable, ie, no new properties should be effected.
· The peak concentrations of nitrates and sulfates appear to have moved to the west of the facility boundary, possibly indicating that source reduction work within the facility has been at least partially successful.
· The very low levels of contamination found at bore 21 in previous monitoring rounds has been replicated and appears to be due to local recharge into a very small aquifer. 
· Written reports on the field investigations will be completed by February 2003.
The next phase of the investigation will involve the development of a mathematical model of the groundwater system. This will enable the following questions to be answered:
· How fast is the groundwater moving.

· What will happen at low river water levels

· How long before the groundwater can be used for drinking again?

· The effectiveness of different remediation strategies.

· The consequences of different treatments of the remaining secondary sources of contamination

In about 4 months HLA will return to present findings of the study to the Committee.
2. iTEMS ARISING FROm the minutes

2.1 Soil sampling

A sample of the soil from L.Dunne’s garden was analysed and found to be very typical of soil of this area, with no contamination of pesticides or organic compounds.

2.2 Publicity

The Yarrawonga Chronicle wants to publish an article on the remediation of Water Tower Hill.  They will be informed when the capping of the landfill restarts to enable them to come and take photos.

2.3 Section 149 certificates

Corowa Council in cooperation with Department of Defence have developed some alternative wording for the notices which is currently being considered by the Council legal department.  EPA has informed Council that it has not formally declared the groundwater contamination represents a “Significant Risk Of Harm” but it reserves the right to do so at a later date.

3. News

3.1 ETP upgrade

Commissioning of the new Effluent Treatment Plant has been a lot slower than anticipated, but is now starting to progress.  The warm windy weather has meant increased evaporation from the holding ponds, which has given ADI more time to commission the plant. 

3.2 Modernisation EIS

The EPA requirements for the new plant have been released and follow closely the recommendations from the EIS. The main impact on the community will be no ether odours, reduced noise at night, and less NOx emissions. 

4. issues being worked

4.1 Water Tower Hill remediation

The Plan of Remediation is being implemented.  The clay capping on the old landfill has been put in place and the final covering material will be installed early next year. Revegetation will be done when the weather cools and hopefully we get some rain.  Three groundwater monitoring bores have been installed around the landfill

4.2 Mercury contamination on site

Two quotations have been received to undertake the work. A decision on the successful tenderer will be made in early 2003, with work to take a couple of months.

5. other issues

5.1 Community attendance

After a general discussion on community attendance at the ADI Community Liaison Group meetings it was agreed that the community representatives could bring visitors to the meetings as long as they informed the company beforehand and indicated if there were any particular issues of concern to the visitors.

The community representatives also agreed that they would take a more active role in promoting understanding and knowledge within the community, about the environmental improvements that have occurred at the Mulwala facility. 

6. next meeting

To be arranged for April 2003



