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adi mulwala community consultation meeting 15/8/02

minutes


present:  Stuart Spinks, Alf Smale, Sharon O’Brien, Clive Macaulay, Beth Macaulay, Lorraine Dunne, Damien Wigley (HLA), Greg Luke (HLA), Patrick Clarke (HLA), Rob Anderson (Defence), Mark Imber (Defence), Bob Parr (Corowa Shire Council), Les Welsh (ADI), Doug Wilson (ADI), Jamie Hay (ADI)

apologies: Alistair Wylie, Alan Abrahams

1. special report on the groundwater contamination management study by consultants, hla

Damien Wigley provided an overview of the works done to date

Patrick Clarke summarised the findings of the study so far.  The main points were:

· Groundwater is flowing from the Lake towards the Murray River.
· There appears to be three aquifers present in the area, these being the shallow Shepparton Formation aquifer, the deeper Calvil Formation aquifer and a floodplain aquifer flowing parallel to the Murray River.
· The plume of contaminated groundwater seems to have split and is moving in a westerly and southwesterly direction.
· The Shepparton Formation aquifer and the Calvil Formation aquifer are separated by clays in the area around the southern boundary of the ADI facility and Bayly Street, but there seems to be some mixing of the two aquifers further south towards the river, resulting in Nitrate and Sulfate contamination in the Calvil Formation aquifer.
· The issue of a groundwater contamination plume emanating from the Sewerage Treatment Plant was raised.  There doesn’t seem to be any evidence of this as groundwater bores installed between the Sewerage Treatment Plant and the known area of groundwater contamination have very low levels of Nitrates.
· The next area of investigation will focus on the floodplain area to the west of the estate to determine the extent of interaction between the Shepparton and Calvil Formation aquifers and the floodplain aquifer.  The likelihood of permanent lagoons being fed by the groundwater will also be investigated.
· Primary sources of the groundwater contamination have been removed.  HLA are currently undertaking a study of the secondary sources (areas of nitrate and sulfate contaminated soil) to determine a mass balance for the amount of nitrate and sulfate still in the soil allowing for priority rankings to be allocated for remediation.  
· In about 3 months HLA will return to present findings of the study to the Committee.
2. iTEMS ARISING

2.1 Site tour

As there aren’t any other areas of the plant that can be accessed easily and safely, it is not planned to conduct another site tour in the near future.  If other members of the community would like to visit areas of the plant already seen by the Committee, a tour can be arranged for 2003.

2.2 Publicity

The Yarrawonga Chronicle wants to publish an article on the remediation of Water Tower Hill.  They will be informed when the capping of the landfill starts to enable them to come and take photos.
3. News

3.1 ETP upgrade

Commissioning of the new Effluent Treatment Plant is currently underway.  “Bugs” are being grown to eat the nitrates and it is expected that ADI will meet the NSW EPA limit of 10ppm nitrate which comes into effect in December 2002.

The quality of the effluent currently being discharged to the Murray River is very good due to the stockpiling of concentrated salty effluent being fed in to the bioreactors.  ADI offered a tour of the new bioreactors to anyone interested once they are fully commissioned.

3.2 Modernisation EIS

The EIS conducted by URS should be available for public comment this month.  Two copies will be available in the Mulwala library and one copy in the Corowa library.  

The EIS will be on display for 30 days.  Any submissions must be made to the NSW EPA or Environment Australia within 51 days of the documents release.  Other comments can be accessed on the Internet at the Environment Australia website at www.ea.gov.au 

3.3 Annual Environment Reporting

ADI is currently compiling information for the annual NSW EPA licence compliance report, the NPI, which is available on the Internet, and the annual Thales Environment Report.

3.4 EPA Fine

ADI has been issued a fine of $1500.  It relates to an incident, which occurred during the excavation of the old open brick lined drain network.  ADIs Excavation Permit system failed and an underground Calcium Nitrate pipeline was ruptured spilling approximately 1000 litres.

4. issues being worked

4.1 Water Tower Hill remediation

The Plan of Remediation has been sent out to the Committee members.  

It is not practical to remediate the landfill area in accordance with the guidelines for capping of landfill areas due to the steep slope that the landfill is on.  It is planned that the capped landfill area will be on the same slope as the other sides of the hill.  Soil to fill low-lying areas has been acquired from the Ski Club lagoon and analysed to ensure it is contamination fee.  Clay and gravel will be used to cap the landfill to stop erosion and people from being able to dig the surface of the hill, and then it will be planted out with native plant species. The EPA has agreed this approach.

A concern was raised that people walking and riding bikes would damage the young trees and shrubs.  It is planned that the fence around the Water Tower Hill would be left in place until the vegetation was established and the surface of the tip site stabilised.  The Department of Defence has made a commitment to the local community that the fence would be removed once the works were completed to enable the public to use the area for recreation. However, Defence would be guided by the view of the community..

4.2 Mercury contamination on site

Remediation of the areas of mercury contamination on site will be starting in the near future.  Specialist contractors will be asked for quotes.  

Similar remediation will be undertaken for areas on site of DNT (Dinitrotoluene) contamination.  These are being treated as more of an OHS issue on site and have been fenced off to prevent access.

A concern was raised about mercury in groundwater.  Mercury has not been found in any groundwater bores either on or offsite.

The issue of mercury contamination in the old offsite effluent drain was raised.  ADI confirmed that there had been mercury found in samples taken from the base of the drain before it was remediated.  The purpose of the remediation of the drain was to  remove the mercury and lead contaminated soil.  The success of this has been validated by soil samples taken from the base of the drain after remediation.

5. other issues

5.1 Finances

Department of Defence spent approximately $5 million on Environment and Safety issues last financial year.  This financial year they have already spent $2.4 million on new piping, evaporation ponds etc.  Department of Defence expect the total for this financial year to be around $7 million.   This funding is separate from the $63m project approved by Government for remediation. Air borne emissions

The issue of air borne emissions affecting residents to the east of the facility was raised.  Effects of the smell of ether include nausea and headaches and suspected garden plant losses.  ADI offered to investigate the effects of ether on plant life and to conduct soil testing at the Dunne residence.  The Committee was advised that ether is not a carcinogenic substance.

The “Jetting Project” was mentioned as it will be commissioned in the next couple of months and will reduce emissions of ether by 20%.  In the meantime the Committee was encouraged to read the Modernisation EIS and make submissions regarding concerns, as it is the opportunity to voice concerns about these issues so they can be addressed in the modernisation.

The issue of how complaints were lodged at the facility was also raised.  It was stated that there needs to be a definite point of contact for people if they have concerns.  It was decided that the names and telephone numbers of people to contact at ADI would be listed in the next newsletter as well as the names of the Committee reps.

5.2 Property sales and Section 149 certificates

Concern was raised over land titles stamped with a 149 certificate.  Corowa Shire Council is following legal advice given on the wording and won’t have it changed without any new wording being legally approved.  The Department of Defence advised they would again approach the council and the EPA to seek the inclusion of a more self-explanatory notation.

5.3 Excessive noise late at night

One of the Committee members brought up the occurrence of excessive noise late at night.  The noise was described to be a low grinding vibrating noise.  ADI will follow this report of noise up and get back to the Committee member involved and report back at the next meeting.

6. next meeting

To be arranged for November/December



