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As a national IEF, ADHREC this year broke 
new ground by approving research proposals 
involving malaria researchers at the Army 
Malaria Institute (AMI) and personnel of 
the Vietnam Peoples Army (VPA). The VPA 
currently has no equivalent ethics advisory 
body. In lieu of such a body, speci� c in 
country monitoring procedures have been 
instituted by the staff of AMI to ensure 
the maintenance of the ethical rights of 
participating Vietnamese soldiers. Currently 
this unique ethical model is proving 

assisted in their need to establish an ethical 
body to survey the increasing number of 
future malarial research trials by advice from 
ADHREC and AMI staff.

The committee�s work continues to grow 
and research development projects within 
the Department of Science and Technology 
Organisation (DSTO) continue to constitute 
a signi� cant proportion of the ADHREC 
agenda. Much committee time continues to 
be devoted in advising research authors as to 
what constitutes research, from and requiring 
no ethical review, health surveys. During 

observer, there have been 2 invited guests, 
34 new research protocols were considered 
and an average of 39 protocols discussed at 
each meeting.

chairmanship of ADHREC I take this 
opportunity to thank this very experienced 
committee and staff for all their collective 
and much appreciated assistance, their words 
of wisdom and for all their devoted energies.

Research Ethics Committee

Defence Health Service

Like all institutional ethics committees 
(IEC) within Australia, the Australian 
Defence Human Research Ethics Committee 
(ADHREC), formally Australian Defence 
Medical Ethics Committee (ADMEC), is a 

to the National Health and Medical Research 
Council (NHMRC) human ethics committee 
guidelines. ADHREC is charged with the 
ethical management of all research on 
humans undertaken on or by personnel 
within the Australian Defence Organisation 
(ADO).

The scienti� c assessment of research within 
the Australian Defence Force (ADF) in the 
� rst instance is conducted by the Defence 
Health and Human Performance Research 
Committee (DHHPRC), established in 2000 
within the Defence Health Service Division 
(DHSD), to assess the merits and value 
of individual human research to the ADF. 
DHHPRC approved research is then subject to 
ethical scrutiny by ADHREC. This formalised 
professional and ethical oversight of research 
performed within the ADF assures ADF 
participants optimum safeguard of their 
rights and affords them precisely the same 
protections as those existing within the 
civilian world.

Research ethics is not an exclusive 
component within the process of developing 
new knowledge. Research ethics remains an 
intimate part of research and acts always to 
expeditiously promote the research process.  
This year ADHREC continues an annual six 
meeting calendar to overcome any perceived 
delays in decision making by ADHREC. The 
committee is chaired by the Surgeon General 
Australian Defence Force and consists of 
nine other members, each with ministerial 
commission, and is supported by an 
experienced and ef� cient executive staff.
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the Surgeon General of the Australian 
Defence Force, Defence Health Service, 

General facilitates outreach into the 
civilian health community and acts in a 
representational capacity on behalf of the 
Defence Health Service. He chairs senior 
health committees including the Defence 
Health Service Advisory Council, the 
Australian Defence Human Research Ethics 
Committee, and the DVA/Defence Medical 
Advisory Panel.

as a Fellow of the Australasian College 
of Physicians and practices in Sydney 
as a specialist general physician with 
a particular interest in cardiovascular 
medicine. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Chest Physicians, the American 
College of Physicians, and the Australasian 

Marshal Short holds appointments at Royal 
North Shore Hospital, Sydney Adventist 
and North Shore Private Hospitals and is 
a Clinical Lecturer in Cardiology at the 
University of Sydney.

44 years of continuous service in the 
Australian Defence Force following 
enlistment as a private in the Sydney 
University regiment. Following 4 years 
Reserve infantry training he transferred to 
the RAAF medical undergraduate scheme. 
He graduated from the University of 
Sydney and commenced permanent Air 

Richmond, in NSW. In addition to clinical 
duties he undertook strategic aeromedical 
evacuation service to Vung Tau, Vietnam.

He served as Senior Medical Of� cer RAAF 
Point Cook, Victoria, and Senior Medical 
Of� cer RAAF Williamtown, NSW before 
transferring to the RAAF General Reserve. 

Specialist Reserve (Medical) and was 
appointed Consultant in General Medicine 

Medicine, Consultant in General Medicine 
to the Surgeon General and later served as 
Principal Reserve Medical Of� cer (NSW). In 

Assistant Surgeon General (Air Force) and, 

Editor of the Journal of the Australian 
Defence Health Service. He presently 
serves on the honorary editorial board 
of several Australian Medical Journals. 

Surgeon General Australian Defence Force.

He resides in Sydney with his wife, Joan, 
and they have a daughter and a son. His 
special leisure interests are mountain 
trekking, golf and the performing arts.
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Professor Pearn has been a member of the 
Australian Defence Human Research Ethics 

Pearn has served in a number of Medical 

positions in Australia, the United 
Kingdom and Papua New Guinea.

He served on operational duty during 

to the Australian and New Zealand Forces 

Surgical Team. He served as the Defence 
Platoon Commander with the Royal Green 
Jackets (UK); and as RMO with Parachute 

He has published extensively in the area 
of military medicine and military history. 
In his civilian life, Professor Pearn is 
the Professor of Paediatrics and Child 

Health (University of Queensland) and a 
former Surgeon General of the Australian 
Defence Force. He is a Senior Paediatric 
Consultant at the Royal Children�s and 

Honorary Consultant in Paediatrics and 
Genetics to the Royal Women�s Hospital, 

Member of the Human Genetics Society 
of Australasia of which he is a past 
president.  Professor Pearn is Preceptor, 
School of Medicine at the University of 
Queensland and also an Honorary Colonel 
in the Queensland University Regiment. 

clinical medicine and medical research 
in international refereed literature, 
the author of 24 books and of some 

international medical literature. He has a 
special interest in medical ethics and for 
his work in this � eld was created a Fellow 
of Green College, the University of Oxford.

Member
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Colonel Warfe is a specialist public health 
and tropical medicine physician with 
signi� cant experience in occupational 
and preventive medicine at national and 
international levels. He is an authority 
on military and preventive medicine, 
emergency health intervention strategies 
in responding to national disasters and 
implementation of humanitarian support 
services, and has been responsible for 
the operational and humanitarian health 
support plans for numerous successful 
missions. He is a Graduate of the Army�s 
Command and Staff College. Colonel Warfe 
is an Assistant Professor of Military and 
Emergency Medicine in the USA. He was 
awarded the Conspicuous Service Cross 
as the Senior Medical Of� cer, United 
Nations Assistance Mission to Rwanda. 
Colonel Warfe was the senior consultant 
preventive medicine physician to the 
United Nations Transitional Authority East 
Timor. Colonel Warfe has been Director 
of Environmental Medicine, Occupational 
Health and Safety, Operational Health 
Policy and Development, and Clinical 
Policy directorates in Australian 
Defence Headquarters. He is the Chair 

of the Defence Public Health Medicine 
Consultative Group. Colonel Warfe 
is a recognised author of numerous 
occupational and preventive medicine 
publications. Colonel Warfe is a 
Fellow of the Faculty of Public Health 
Medicine, Fellow of the Australian 
College of Tropical Medicine, Member 
of the Royal Australian College of 
Medical Administrators, Fellow of the 
Australian College of Psychological 
Medicine, Vocationally registered General 
Practitioner. He is the Vice President 
of the ACT Division of General Practice, 
a member of the United Nations 
Advisory Committee on Traumatic Stress 
Syndromes, the Director of Training and 
Chairman of the Medical Research Ethics 
Committee, St John Ambulance Australia. 
Colonel Warfe has been a member of the 
Australian Defence Human Research Ethics 

currently the Managing Director of the 
Preventive Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Centre, Deakin ACT and a Consultant in 
Public Health Medicine to the Australian 
Medical Association.
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Chief Justice Terence John Higgins is 
a resident Judge of the Supreme Court 
of the Australian Capital Territory 
and a Judge of the Federal Court of 
Australia, being so appointed on 2 July 

Hobart, Tasmania but was educated at 

in Yarraville, Victoria, and later, at St 
Edmund�s College, Canberra and the 
Australian National University, Canberra.  
After completing article of clerkship with 
J J O�Neill Solicitors he was admitted as a 

and served at the bar as Queen�s Counsel 

Higgins began practising law with J J 

the law � rm Higgins Faulks & Martin 

� rm became Higgins Solicitors and he 

Justice Higgins is currently the 
International Development Liaison 
Of� cer of the Royal Life Saving Society of 

Australia (appointed 2003), ACT Chairman 
of Open Family ACT (as well as a National 

Australian Academy of Forensic Sciences 
ACT Chapter.  In the past Justice Higgins 
has been involved in various committees 
and associations including National 
President of the Royal Life Saving Society 

ACT Community Law Reform Committee 

President, Senior Common Room of John 

with � ve children and residing in the 
Australian Capital Territory, Justice 
Higgins enjoys squash, chess, reading and 
bridge.  Justice Higgins was appointed 
to ADHREC (Australian Defence Human 

called ADMEC (Australian Defence Medical 
Ethics Committee)) and has served on 

2003 he was appointed Honorary Air 

Squadron RAAF.  On 23 April 2004 the 
Chief Justice was inducted as Honorary 
Ambassador for the ACT by the Chief 
Minister, Mr Jon Stanhope MLA.

Member




