Congratulations on your posting!
The Defence Community Organisation (DCO) Hunter service a number of posting localities and is here to assist you and your family prepare for your move and are available to offer information and advice for settling into your new area as requested.

This welcome email contains links to a wide variety of information to give you an overview of what resources and activities are available. We hope you find these links helpful. If you would like additional information please contact the office on the details below.
DCO is also able to offer the support of a multi skilled team including community, education and social work specialists, to help all service families relocate with a minimum amount of stress and inconvenience. 
DCO Hunter Office locations:
Williamtown RAAF Base, Building 225, McNamara Drive 
Singleton Lone Pine Barracks, Building 157, Infantry Drive 

Office Hours 8:30am – 5:00pm Monday to Friday. 
We hope that you enjoy your posting to the Hunter.

DCO Hunter Contact Details:

Tel: (02) 4034 6973

Fax: (02) 4034 6976

Email: DCO.HunterRIMS@defence.gov.au  

In case of an after hours emergency, support is available by contacting the National Welfare Coordination Centre (NWCC) on 1800 801 026.

DCO Web site – contains information about DCO programs and services available to Defence Command, Members and families as well as general information about all Defence regions across Australia. It’s definitely worth having a look. www.defence.gov.au/dco 

RAAF Base WILLIAMTOWN web site:

http://intranet.defence.gov.au/raafweb/sites/RAAFWLM/comweb.asp?Page=91237&XXSEC=1&View=Intranet  (Internal Defence only)
Australian Defence Force Basic Flying Training School:

http://intranet.defence.gov.au/raafweb/Sites/ADFBFTS/comweb.asp?page=2790&Title=Welcome  (Internal Defence only)

School of Infantry Website:
http://intranet.defence.gov.au/armyweb/sites/SMA/comweb.asp?page=4778  (Internal Defence only)

12/16 Hunter River Lancers:
http://intranet.defence.gov.au/armyweb/sites/12_16HRL/comweb.asp?page=41134&Title=Welcome  (Internal Defence only)

INFORMATION RESOUCES:

· Local Councils: 
	Lake Macquarie City Council
126–138 Main Rd, Speers Point
Tel: (02) 4921 0333
Internet: www.lakemac.com.au

	Maitland City Council
285–287 High St
Tel: (02) 4934 9700
Internet: www.maitland.nsw.gov.au


	Newcastle City Council
282 King St, Newcastle 
Tel: (02) 4974 2000
Internet: www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au
	Port Stephens Council
116 Adelaide St, Raymond Terrace 
Tel: (02) 4980 0255
Internet: www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au  



	Singleton Council

Cnr Queen Street & Civic Avenue, Singleton

Tel: (02) 6578 7290

Internet: www.singleton.nsw.gov.au
	Tamworth Shire Council

Ray Walsh House

437 Peel Street, Tamworth

Tel: (02) 6767 5555

Internet: www.tamworth.nsw.gov.au


	Armidale Council
135 Rusden Street Armidale

Tel: (02) 6770 3600

Internet: www.armidale.nsw.gov.au
 
	Muswellbrook Council
157 Maitland Street Muswellbrook

Tel: (02) 6549 3700

Internet: www.muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au


	Grafton Council
2 Prince Street Grafton

Tel: (02) 6643 0200

Internet: www.clarence.nsw.gov.au

	Coffs Harbour Council
Cnr Coff & Castle Street Coffs Harbour

Tel: (02) 6648 4000

Internet: www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au


	Port Macquarie Council
Cnr Lord & Burrawan Streets 

Port Macquarie

Tel: (02) 6581 81111

Internet: www.hastings.nsw.gov.au

	Greater Taree Council
2 Pulteney Street Taree

Tel:902) 6592 5399

Internet: www.gtcc.nsw.gov.au


	Orange Council

Cnr Byng St & Lords Place Orange

Tel: 1300 650 511

Internet: www.orange.nsw.gov.au

	Dubbo Council

Church Street Dubbo
Tel: 902) 6801 4000

Internet: www.dubbo.nsw.gov.au



· Local Tourism:

	Hunter Valley Wine Country Tourism
Tel: (02) 4990 0900

Internet: www.winecountry.com.au

	Lake Macquarie Tourism
Tel: (02) 4921 0740 or 1800 802 044

Internet: www.visitlakemac.com.au

	Maitland Visitors Information Centre
Tel: (02) 4931 2800

Internet: www.visitmaitland.com.au

	Port Stephens Visitors Information Centre

Tel: (02) 4980 6900

Internet: www.portstephens.org.au


	Nelson Bay Tourism
Tel: (02) 4984 1855 or 1800 808 900

Internet: www.nelsonbaygetaway.com.au

	Newcastle Tourism
Tel: (02) 4974 2999 or 1800 654 558

Internet: www.visitnewcastle.com.au

	Singleton Tourism

Tel: (02) 6571 5888 or 1800 449 888
Internet: www.singletontourism.com.au/

	


· Education Information:

DCO Regional Education Liaison Officer (REDLO)

Ken Welsh

Tel: (02) 9377 3316

Email: redlo.nsw@defence.gov.au 

Internet: www.defence.gov.au/dco/education 
Department of Education and Training (NSW Public Schools)
Internet: www.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Association of Independent Schools of NSW (Independent/Private schools)
Internet: www.aisnsw.edu.au 

· Child Care Information:
Defence Child Care Program
Internet: www.defence.gov.au/dco/childcare.htm 

Child Care Search Engine – online tool to locate child care options in your new location: www.mychild.gov.au 

Childcare Access Hotline – phone enquiry for vacancies in a particular postcode or suburb: 1800 670 305
· Partner Employment Information:

The Partner Education & Employment Program (PEEP) is a Defence funded program developed to provide a comprehensive range of education and employment initiatives to assist partners of ADF members to become job ready in order to access the workforce when posted. 

If you are a recognised partner of an ADF member, you may be eligible for the PEEP Education and Employment allowance of $12,000 allocated for a period of ten years to assist you to self manage all of the initiatives available under PEEP.  The funding is capped at $6,000 per posting for the agreed initiatives.
www.defence.gov.au/dco/peep.htm
Due to the overwhelming popularity of PEEP, DCO has reached its limit of available funding for this financial year.  Accordingly the application process is closed and will be reopened in advance of next FY on a date to be advised.
Defence Civilian Recruitment 

www.defence.gov.au/apscareers 
JobSearch - is Australia's largest free online jobs website. It is funded and operated by the Australian Government as a free service to assist job seekers into employment and connect employers with quality staff.

www.jobsearch.gov.au 

· General Information:

Medowie Community Directory:  www.medowie.nsw.au
