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TOWNSVILLE

The Band of the 1st Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment, is a highly regarded 
component of the Australian Defence 
Force in North Queensland.

The band supports the 3rd Brigade, other 
military units and the wider community 
for anything from ceremonial activities 
to dinners and sporting events as well 
as supporting their own 1st Battalion on 
overseas deployments including four tours 
of East Timor.

The band continually fosters good relations 
within the community, as well as being 
an effective public relations medium for 
Defence.  They provide musical support 
for a number of charities raising many 
thousands of dollars for needy causes.  
The band also travels extensively 
throughout the region entertaining the 
public at civic festivals and shows with 
regular performances at major community 
events such as Townsville’s ‘Carols on 
the Strand’.  These events range from 
Rockhampton to Port Douglas and as far 
afield as Mt Isa.

1 RAR Band also performs extensively at 
primary and secondary schools throughout 
North Queensland.  Every year the Band 
works tirelessly to produce a modern high 
energy show that appeals to a teenage 
audience.  This not only helps to build and 
develop musical interest in the younger 
generations but for many students brings 
a more human face to what can be 
perceived as an intimidating organisation.  

Performing in a variety of ensembles 
allows the band to support a great many 
organisations catering for a wide range of 
musical tastes.  Ensembles include; Big 
Band, Marching Band, Rock Band (Blue 
Crew), Jazz Sextet, Dixie Band and Brass 
and Saxophone Ensembles.  To guarantee 
the Band’s success many of the musicians 
are required to be multi-skilled.  This 
includes the ability to arrange, compose, 
sing or play secondary instruments in 
addition to their primary instrument.

1 RAR Band has always been and remains 
an important and valuable organisation 
of the Australian Defence Force in North 
Queensland.

BAND OF THE 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT (1 RAR BAND)

CONTACT
1rar.band@defence.gov.au

ADELAIDE

The Australian Army Band Adelaide has 
played an integral part in the Adelaide 
community since its inception in 1950. 
It has occupied a prominent position 
in the South Australian limelight, both 
as a service tradition and distinguished 
musical organisation. The Australian 
Army Band Adelaide has been a regular 
performer at major events in Adelaide 
for many years including, Clipsal 500, 
Opera in the Outback and the Adelaide 
Christmas Pageant. 

Located at Warradale Barracks, the band 
has the use of a purpose-built band 
room, including recording facilities.  The 
band room was named ‘The Claude 
Hale Band Centre’ in recognition of 25 
years of dedicated service by Warrant 
Officer Class Two Claude Hale BEM. The 
band has two major roles: 1. to support 
defence units within South Australia, and 
2. enhance the public image of the Army 
within the community.  

The band is comprised of a diverse group 
of soldier/musicians who bring a range 
of skills and experience to the band. The 
ongoing challenge faced by a Regional 

Reserve Band is the balance required by 
its members to be able to support band 
activities as well as their full time jobs and 
family activities.

The Australian Army Band Adelaide’s 
area of responsibility covers the entire SA 
Region including Broken Hill. The major 
Defence clients in South Australia include 
all units located at Keswick, Hampstead, 
Woodside and Warradale Barracks 
including 9 Brigade, 16 Air Defence 
Regiment, Land Warfare Centre – SA, 
Adelaide University Regiment, Defence 
Reserves Support Council -SA, and 
Defence Force Recruiting.  AAB-A also 
supports State and Local Government 
organisations, when required.

The Australian Army Band Adelaide has 
had a long association with music in 
South Australia and has been instrumental 
in fulfilling a crucial regional capability 
for Defence establishments in South 
Australia.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND ADELAIDE 

CONTACT
AAB.Adelaide@defence.gov.au

BRISBANE

Since its formation in 1949, the Australian 
Army Band-Brisbane (AAB-B) has become 
known throughout Queensland as one 
of the finest Military Bands in Australia, 
enjoying a wide reputation for its musical 
excellence and impressive military 
appearance. 

The Band provides music for Regal, Vice-
Regal, State and Ceremonial occasions 
in addition to performing at festivals, 
giving concerts and presenting precision 
marching displays as well as fulfilling its 
military role as an Australian Army Band. 

In 1988 AAB-B was granted the “Freedom 
of the City” of Brisbane, and in 1989, the 
“Freedom of the City” of the Gold Coast, 
and in 1999 the “Freedom of Entry” to 
Redlands Shire.

 In addition to performing domestically, 
AAB-B has recently deployed to 
Bougainville and East Timor (now Timor 
Leste) as part of the peace-keeping 
process in those countries. 

The Band plays an important role during 
these deployments, not only by providing 
entertainment and boosting morale, but by 
playing a diplomatic role in helping to bring 
together local factions through the Band’s 
music.

In 2007, the Band joined with Rifle 
Company Butterworth (Malaysia) in 
celebrating the Australian Army’s 106th 
Birthday with a Beat Retreat ceremony at 
Fort Cornwallis on Penang Island. 

The ceremony was followed by a concert 
and was warmly received by the various 
heads of state who attended, as well as an 
audience well into the thousands. 

Each year the Band continues to provide 
music for many varied groups of people 
and continues to receive acclaim from 
audiences wherever they perform. 

The Australian Army Band Brisbane is a 
great asset to the State of Queensland and 
provides an extremely professional “public 
face” for the Australian Army.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND BRISBANE 

CONTACT
AAB.brisbane@defence.gov.au

DARWIN

The Australian Army Band Darwin (AABD) 
was formed as the Band of the 7th Military 
District on 2 May 1988 by Warrant Officer 
Class Two Geoff Carter. The Band quickly 
established itself performing at many 
venues throughout the Territory.

The band has undergone a number 
of changes during its 21 years in the 
Territory.

The role of a Military Band is to be the 
face of the Defence Force and to boost 
the morale of troops in both barracks 
and in the field. The band is in constant 
demand to provide musical support for 
Vice Regal and ceremonial occasions as 
well as supporting civilian organisations 
for events such as balls, fundraisers, 
concerts and festivals.

The band is fundamentally an Army 
Reserve Band, but since 1993 it has had 
the support of the Regular Army with the 
addition of an Officer Commanding/Music 
Director and a Band Sergeant Major. 

The remaining members of the band are 
employed in other vocations. The band 
may only be a part time commitment 
for the majority, but it has established 
itself as an integral part of the Darwin 
community, both military and civilian. 
AABD is in constant demand and enjoys 
a fine reputation which has helped to 
develop and improve the image of the 
Australian Defence Force within the 
Darwin community. 

In 2003 the band was honoured by 
receiving the Freedom of the City of 
Darwin in recognition of its contribution to 
the Darwin community.

This year has seen the Australian 
Army Band Darwin celebrate its 21st   
Anniversary.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND DARWIN 

CONTACT
AAB.darwin@defence.gov.au

KAPOOKA

Since 1952 the Army Recruit Training Centre 
has been served by a full time Military Band.  
Originally a brass band with 12 members, the 
unit has grown in both size and reputation and 
now boasts a posted strength of 30 members 
performing on brass, woodwind and percussion 
instruments.

Over the years the band has performed under 
several names, receiving its present title in 1992.  
The Australian Army Band Kapooka has a primary 
role of supporting the Army Recruit Training 
centre; however it is the Band’s presence in the 
region that adds significantly to the entertainment, 
educational and cultural life of the Riverina and 
surrounding districts.  In addition to their military 
and ceremonial roles, the band members form 
several highly skilled ensembles including a 
Concert Band, Big Band, Dixie Band, Brass 
Choir, Woodwind and Brass Quintets and Vocal 
Ensembles.

Directly or indirectly, countless charities have 
benefited substantially from the Band’s concert 
programmes with tens of thousands of dollars 
being raised with their assistance through over 
one hundred engagements performed annually 
for the civilian population, ensuring the survival of 
these most valuable programes in servicing our 
community.

The popular ‘Music At Midday’ series, ‘Twilight by 
the lagoon’ and the annual Carols By Candlelight 
dubbed the ‘Christmas Spectacular’ does much 
to enhance the culture of inland New South Wales 
and provide the residents with a range and quality 
of music normally found only in the capital cities.

The Band’s impeccable reputation is not 
restricted to the Riverina region however.  
Through it’s involvement with nationally and 

internationally acclaimed artists the calibre of 
James Morrison, Don Burrows, George Golla, 
Hugh Jackman, James Blundell and the wealth 
of talent drawn from the ranks of Opera Australia, 
the message of the areas artistic credibility is sent 
far and wide.  Indeed, touring overseas bands 
such as ‘The Band of the Coldstream Guards’, 
‘The United States Army Band (Pershings 
Own)’, ‘The Fleet Marine Corps Band’ and the 
Commander in Chief-Pacific Fleet Band’ have all 
left Australia’s shores with respect and admiration 
for the consummate professionalism of the 
Australian Army Band Kapooka.

The Australian Army Band Kapooka has deployed 
twice to East Timor where they performed to 
the United Nations Troops and the local East 
Timorese community.  The Band has also 
achieved their golden jubilee and celebrated it in 
October 2002.  

In July 2004, the Band deployed to the Solomon 
Islands to support OP ANODE and the Regional 
Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands.

The Australian Army Band Kapooka played a 
significant role in the success of “Army in Concert 
the National Tour” which, was presented in 
Wagga Wagga in September 2008. This was a 
joint fund raising initiative presented by Legacy 
and the Australian Army Band Corps. The Concert 
series toured every capital city in Australia 
and featured the band’s musicians alongside 
Australian Idol winner, Guy Sebastian.  All 
proceeds were donated to Legacy, who continues 
their ongoing care for families of deceased 
veterans.

The Australian Army Band Kapooka is currently 
led by its music director, Major Jeff Cocks.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND KAPOOKA 

CONTACT
AAB.kapooka@defence.gov.au

MELBOURNE

The Australian Army Band Melbourne 
(AAB-M), currently commanded by Major 
Peter Grant, has been at the forefront 
of Military and Ceremonial Band music 
in Australia since 1940. The band has  
become an integral part of Melbourne, 
sharing in every part of the growing  
city’s life.

The primary role of the AAB-M 
is to provide music for Defence 
training, ceremonial occasions and 
Commonwealth, Royal and Vice Regal 
ceremonial functions. Additionally, the 
band participates in State ceremonial 
events, assists Defence Force recruiting 
and public relations, regularly supports 
charitable organisations, appears at 
major sporting events and is involved 
in radio and television appearances. In 
fact, whenever an event of international 

standing requires some ceremonial 
splendour, the AAB-M is only too pleased 
to show why they are considered one of 
the fi nest bands in the world today. 

The AAB-M consists of 35 full time 
professional musicians who primarily 
operate as a concert band. The band 
is also capable of breaking down into 
smaller groups such as the stage band, 
jazz ensemble, woodwind quintet and 
fanfare team. The band is equally at home 
on the parade ground or in the concert 
hall and it is this versatility that sets them 
apart from other musical ensembles. 
From Opera to Jazz, Tschaikovsky to 
Lloyd Webber their extreme fl exibility is 
displayed every time they perform.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND MELBOURNE 

CONTACT
AABM.pr@defence.gov.au

PERTH

Officer Commanding/Musical Director – 
Captain Daniel Riek

Band Sergeant Major/Assisting Band Leader – 
Warrant Officer Class Two Hemi Anning

Australian Military performances date back to 
the reading of the Governor’s Commission at 
Sydney Cove on the 7th February 1788. Much 
of the music at official, social and religious 
occasions in the new colony was performed by 
Australian Military bands. The Australian Army 
Band Perth upholds this tradition, thus the 
Band’s primary role is to provide support to the 
military for ceremonial and training purposes. 
It also assists in regal and vice regal occasions 
as well as being an effective public relations 
medium for the army.

The Australian Army Band Perth was formed 
in the early 1940’s at Swan Barracks and was 
known initially as Western Command Band. 
Originally a brass band, it was converted to 
a Military, or Concert band in 1972 with the 
inclusion of woodwind instruments and an 
increase in size to a strength of 34 musicians. 
The Band’s name was changed to the Band 
of the Fifth Military District in 1973 when Army 
Command areas were re-titled Military Districts.

On the 13th August 1992, the Australian Army 
Band Perth was conferred the distinction 
and privilege of Freedom of Entry to the 
City of Perth in recognition of outstanding 
achievement and a long and close association 
with the City.

With the reorganisation of the Australian 
Defence Force in 1993, the Australian Army 
Band Perth was transformed from a full time 

Regular Army Band to an Army Reserve Band 
of 39 Army reserve Soldier /Musicians. The 
Officer Commanding and the Band Sergeant 
Major positions remain as Regular Army. The 
band rehearses at Irwin barracks Karrakatta 
on Tuesday nights and performs mainly on 
weekends and public holidays.

Members of the band reside in Perth and live 
in suburbs as far south as Bunbury and as 
far north as Bullsbrook. Most band members 
have daytime professions ranging through 
professional musicians, music teachers, 
engineers, physiotherapists, nurses, mechanics 
and university students. The Band performs 
a large variety of musical styles including 
Traditional Military Band music, Classical, 
Jazz, Rock and Popular Music. Performances 
have been held at such events as 1956 
Olympic Games in Melbourne, the America’s 
Cup Challenge, the 6th World Swimming 
Championships and the opening concerts 
of the festival of Perth, to name a few. More 
recently the band has performed with the likes 
of James Morrison, Kate Ceberano, Marina 
Prior, Rhonda Burchmore and Normie Rowe. 
The Australian Army Band Perth is a collection 
of highly motivated energetic Soldier/Musicians 
who work together as a team in the pursuit of 
musical excellence.

Despite the change from full time to part 
time, the Australian Army Band Perth 
retains a prominent position in the Western 
Australian limelight as a distinguished musical 
organisation maintaining high standard of 
performance at official occasions in Perth and 
throughout Western Australia.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND PERTH 

CONTACT
AABP.enquiries@defence.gov.au

SYDNEY

The history of the Australian Army Band 
Sydney is almost as long as Australia’s 
military force itself, dating back to reports 
of an “exciting performance by the NSW 
Permanent Forces Band” in December 
1872.  With direct lineage recognised, it 
is the second longest continuous serving 
military unit in Australia. Its members have 
contributed active service in theatres of 
conflict since the Crimean War, through 
two World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, East 
Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. The Band, 
which has borne such proud identities as 
Eastern Command Band and the Band of 
the Second Military District, was awarded 
Freedom of Entry to the City of Sydney 
in 1994 in recognition of its long and 
dedicated service to the people of New 
South Wales.  

International commitments have included 
touring The Peoples Republic of China in 
1998 and providing entertainment to our 
troops on the island of Bougainville during 
1999 and 2000.   On ANZAC Day 2000 the 
Band was honoured to provide musical 
support for the dedication of the ANZAC 
Memorial Wall situated at Gallipoli, and the 
service conducted at Lone Pine.  

The Band deployed to East Timor in 2001 
touring with Melbourne band Killing Heidi 
and in 2002 they returned to East Timor 
with the Perth band Lash to continue the 
provision of musical support to our troops. 

They also deployed to the Solomon Islands 
in 2004, with The Choirboys, to entertain 
Defence Force personnel and Police who 
were attempting to restore order in that 
region.

In 2003 General Peter Cosgrove AC, 
MC awarded the prestigious Chief of the 
Defence Force Unit Commendation to the 
Band in recognition of their exceptional 
contribution to the community and the 
Australian Defence Force.

An educational ANZAC Commemoration 
CD entitled ‘Salute to the Aussie Digger’ 
was released in 2004 to raise much 
needed funds for Legacy.

The Band has been involved with the 
immensely successful 2005 Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo in Sydney, the anniversary 
celebrations for the Silver Jubilee of 
Independence in Vanuatu, and a tour of the 
Middle East in October 2007. In July 2008, 
the Band performed at the official welcome 
to His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI during 
World Youth Day and most recently, the 
Band were presented a Gold ARIA award 
for the aforementioned ‘Salute to the 
Aussie Digger’.

The Australian Army Band Sydney is proud 
to carry the tradition of being a major 
bearer of this nation’s musical identity.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND SYDNEY 

CONTACT
AAB.Sydney@defence.gov.au

TASMANIA

The Australian Army Band Tasmania (AAB-T) 
is considered a Regional Reserve Unit, 
however; it supports the whole of Tasmania 
with its varied taskings and activities. This 
can be a huge quest at times as most 
natives of the ‘little island’ believe that it is an 
imposturous thing to travel around the state 
in a short time frame, but as ‘Bandies’ we 
charge on until the task is completed.

The Australian Army Band Tasmania has 
an establishment strength of 40 members, 
consisting of two Regular Army members; 
being the Officer Commanding/Music 
Director (Captain), and the Band Sergeant 
Major (Warrant Officer Class Two), and 
currently has 32 Army Reserve members.

At present, the band is situated within the 
Garrison walls of Anglesea Barracks which 
is the oldest continuously occupied Defence 
site in the country. From a historical point 
of view, it dates back to 1811 and with the 
support of the Army History Unit, they able to 
preserve the barracks and surrounding areas 
as it was, many, many years ago.

The role of AAB-T is to provide musical 
support for Commonwealth, Royal and Vice 
Regal ceremonial functions, ceremonial 
occasions and defence training. In addition, 
AAB-T participates in State ceremonial 
occasions, assists Defence Force recruiting 
and public relations and regularly supports 
charitable organisations. The band also 
appears at major sporting events and 
significant public performances.

AAB-T primarily operates as a concert 
band; however, the band is also capable 
of breaking down into smaller ensembles 
such as the big band, woodwind quintet, 
brass quintet, dixie group, fanfare team, 
solo pianist and piper.  The band is equally 
at home on the parade ground or in the 
concert hall and it is this versatility that sets 
it apart from other musical ensembles in the 
region. No better examples of this are AAB-
T’s successful participation in the Beating 
Retreat/1812 Overture activity at the Royal 
Military College, Duntroon in September 
2005, September 2007 and Army in Concert 
with Marina Prior at Wrest Point in July 2006 
and with Guy Sebastian in 2008. 

The Band has had many highlights 
throughout its rich history and since the 
inception of the AABC in 1968; it has 
provided musical support to many charities 
and activities.

Currently, AAB-T is in a very healthy state 
and has a diverse range of members within 
its ranks. The unit has a Paramedic to a 
Geophysicist, Taxation Department member, 
teachers, farmer and students just to name 
a few.

All members of AAB-T are proud to serve 
and continually strive to ensure that their 
service contributes to the shaping of Army’s 
public image within the region of Tasmania.  
The Band’s present members thoroughly 
enjoy performing for the public of Tasmania 
and will do so for many years to come.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND TASMANIA 

CONTACT
AAB.Tasmania@defence.gov.au  

NEWCASTLE

The Australian Army Band Newcastle 
(AAB-N) is an Army Reserve Band that is 
part of the Australian Army Band Corps 
(AABC), but shares its heritage with the 
2nd Battalion, Royal New South Wales 
Regiment (2 RNSWR). Since its inception, 
the Band has played an important role in 
the military and cultural life of Newcastle, 
performing for Royalty, and at community 
events, concerts, parades and other 
military ceremonies. For most of its history 
AAB-N has been a brass band, with the 
exception of a period in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, and for the last 25 
years when it has been a concert band. 
It has always comprised of volunteers 
from Newcastle, with numbers fluctuating 
between about 15 and 35 personnel.

Official records indicate that a band 
was raised in Newcastle in 1870, but 
press reports show that a military band 
performed at a Newcastle Volunteers 
parade in 1861. This makes AAB-N 
the oldest military band in Australia! 
The history of military music making in 
Newcastle dates back even further to 
at least 1811 when the Commandant of 
Newcastle, Captain Thomas Skottowe 
of the 1st Battalion, 73rd Regiment had 
amongst his staff of 40 soldiers a drummer 
and fifer. Records also indicate that the 
Bandmaster of the 1st Battalion, 1st 
Regiment of Foot, Henry Prince is buried 
in the grounds of Christ Church Cathedral, 
indicating that a band may have been 
stationed in Newcastle for at least some 
time in the first half of the 19th century.

AUSTRALIAN ARMY BAND NEWCASTLE 

CONTACT
newcastle.aab@defence.gov.au

CANBERRA

Officer Commanding and Music Director - 
Major Geoff Grey, CSM 

The Band of the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon, often referred to as the RMC 
Band or the Duntroon Band is based in 
Canberra.  Its roles for the Army specifically, 
and the Australian Defence Force generally, 
in Australia’s Capital and surrounding region 
are many and varied.

Ceremonial parades, charity concerts, 
remembrance ceremonies, guards of honour, 
state dinners, guest of government arrivals, 
chamber recitals, bugle calls, parliamentary 
luncheons, commissioning ceremonies, 
national sporting events, church services, 
fanfare teams, credential guards, official 
dinners, award investitures, graduation balls, 
senior defence officer functions and school 
workshops are all within the Unit’s scope of 
operations.  The Unit is the official band of 
Australia’s Government House, Parliament 
House and Royal Military College.

Military music has been present in Australia 
since the first days of colonisation.  Indeed, 
military bands have been the cornerstone 
at events of national significance since 
Federation including the opening of Sydney’s 
Harbour Bridge and Opera House, to 
launching both Olympic Games and the 
opening of the National Parliament Houses 
in 1927 and in 1988. Much of the musical 
support provided for the defence force 
prior to World War II was by part time or 
unofficial bands.  Similarly, the background 

of the Band of the Royal Military College 
commences around the College’s inception 
in 1911, with it’s formation as an official Army 
unit not until 1954.  

The Unit’s deployments have included 
support to the Peace Monitoring Group 
in Bougainville, the initial ‘Tour of Duty’ 
concerts for Multinational Forces in East 
Timor and, more recently, in support of the 
Regional Assistance Mission in the Solomon 
Islands. Other international engagements 
have included representing Australia in Paris 
for the 50th Anniversary of Armistice Day 
in 1968, performing at the famous Royal 
Tournament in London in 1987, Trooping the 
Colour in the presence of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1988, Changing of the Guard at 
Buckingham Palace in 2000 and performing 
duties at Gallipoli on ANZAC Day, 2003.

In support of the community, the Band is a 
foremost and respected participant in the 
arts life of Canberra.  In addition to concerts 
at many National Institutions, the Band is 
very well known for its regular ‘Music at 
Midday’ series in the Canberra Theatre.  In 
over one hundred performances in this series 
since 1992, in excess of $200,000 has been 
raised for scores of local charities.

Major Geoff Grey was appointed as the tenth 
Commander and Director of the Band of the 
Royal Military College, Duntroon in January 
2006.

THE BAND OF THE ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, DUNTROON

CONTACT
RMCBand.publicaffairs@defence.gov.au
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