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       http://www.lima2009.com.my/
TEAM AUSTRALIA AT LIMA 2009
The Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition 2009 (LIMA 2009) will be held on Langkawi Island Malaysia in the period 1-5 December 2009. Unlike previous LIMA events which saw the concurrent Maritime and Aerospace exhibitions located at different venues on Langkawi, LIMA 2009 will combine the two exhibitions at a single location. This will provide for increased trade visitation and will enable a single national pavilion to facilitate displays covering both the maritime and aerospace domains.
Subject to there being sufficient Australian industry support to justify a significant Australian national pavilion at LIMA 2009, the Defence Export Unit (DEU) will secure exhibition floorspace and coordinate a custom-built Team Australia stand. The stand would be of open-plan design and of similar appearance to that of Team Australia stands at other recent defence exhibitions. Participating exhibitors would have their own dedicated floorspace ‘pods’ occupying a minimum four square metres in area, exhibitors with significant displays or desiring to present a larger profile might wish to take a larger area. The all-inclusive cost of participation has yet to be finalised but would not exceed $1300 per square metre of individual dedicated floorspace (ie a minimum participation cost of not more than $4200). All ‘pods’ would include a lockable cupboard, a bench top suitable for operation of a laptop computer, exhibitor name displayed on a poster panel wall and barstool style seating.
Common areas of the stand including a meeting room, limited bulk storage and a refreshment facility for use by all participating exhibitors would be provided at Commonwealth expense. The Commonwealth would provide additional financial support through a substantial subsidy to the design, construction and operating costs of the Team Australia stand. Project management and coordination would be facilitated by the DEU to minimise the administrative requirements of participating exhibitors. However, individual participants would be responsible for their own travel, accommodation and freight arrangements.

It has yet to be determined if there will be operational units of the Royal Australian Navy and Royal Australian Air Force participating in LIMA 2009. However, there will be senior Australian Defence Force officers in attendance at the event including from the DEU’s supporting uniformed specialist advisers if there is a Team Australia stand at the exhibition. Austrade representatives are also likely to be available to provide support to Australian exhibitors.
The DEU needs to make a decision on whether or not to proceed with a Team Australia stand at LIMA 2009. Expressions of interest from potential exhibitors from the maritime and aerospace sectors of Australian industry should be forwarded to teamaustralia@defence.gov.au before 30 April 2009. Any enquiries prior to the closing date for nominations should be directed to ken.finlay@defence.gov.au or telephone (02) 6127 2740.
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