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‘Making a difference’ in your Community
By Darren Gallagher

Is Australia’s ‘caring, sharing’ spirit becoming lost?

For many years, notably from the period post World War Two, Australians were known to the

world for our ‘help thy neighbour’, ‘give you the shirt of our back’ attitude.

However, in the latter stages of the 20th century, it seemed that modern technology could well

have been responsible for bringing about the demise of
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in attitude and lifestyle. But keeping pace with modern

demands is costly and so many are fighting an uphill battle.

There are simply so many ways for someone to contribute to the re-building of social fibres
that are so rapidly rotting around us. With money and time being our two biggest constraints,

then each individual will have to examine their own ways in which they can contribute.

Did you ever notice how it's always the same guy or gal that runs the work ‘coffee club’? Like
with anything these days, there are workers, watchers and whingers — fitting for the ‘www’ life
in which we are all living in. While I'm no techno-phobe, technology has to bear responsibility
for taking people out of community environments. If you didn’t have TV, even if you didn’t
leave the house, you would more likely be doing something constructive, that would

eventually lead you to interact with others anyway.



When you go on your next posting, check out what community activities are near you. It
could be a service club, a youth group or even an emergency service group like the SES or
Rural Fire-fighting. It may be taking up a dance style, or re-kindling an instrument that you
used to play once upon a time. My point being, that each and every time you step outside of
your family unit and engage people in your community by fostering good fellowship, you are
patching up the damage in the community that is slipping through our fingers.



